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The Recreation Park is UNDER CONSTRUCTION!

Have you driven up Shedd Road lately? If so, you may have seen a grader, bull-
dozer and loader clearing the fields of the former Wien property to make way for
a new “multi-use” field. A combined softball diamond and soccer field is pres-
ently under construction. Once the site work is complete, the area will be
“hydro-seeded” so that the grass can get established. Sand will be installed
where the base lines of the softball field will be.

These are the first phases of development for the Recreation Park. Future phases
include a modern playground with multiple structures, a sledding hill and addi-
tional soccer fields. Fundraising is on-going. Blueberry sales over the past two
years have raised over $5,500. The Playground sub-committee has a “buy a
brick” program. An anonymous donation of $2,500 was received for the swing
set. Various other donations are coming in and the Town is seeking out grant
funding as well. Should you wish to contribute to this community effort, call the
Town Office and we will provide specific information to meet your giving
needs.




From the desk of the “new person in Town”

Hello Grantham!

My name is Becky Newton and I am your new Town Administrator.
Thank you for welcoming me so graciously to Grantham. Your out-
pouring of support and friendship has made my move from the North
Country a positive experience. [ would like to thank your previous
Town Administrator, Tina Stearns, for her dedicated years of service
and for all her help through our transition. I would also like to thank the
Grantham Selectmen for their warm welcome. Grantham has a terrific
sense of community and many dedicated and thoughtful employees and
volunteers. I know I will enjoy getting to know you all and to become
involved in your community. My door is open. Stop by and say hello!

Do you like to garden? The grounds of the Town Hall look wonderful!
We would like to add new plantings in the spring, particularly by the
sign on Route 10. If you are dividing your spring bulbs this fall and
have a few extra, why not consider planting them at Town Hall? We
would welcome your contribution.

Calling all EMT’s, Nurses and Doctors!

As you may know, we are preparing for a potential outbreak of the HIN1 Influenza. Grantham can open
up their “Point of Distribution” (POD) for the vaccine however we are lacking licensed doctors and/or
nurses who hold qualifications to dispense the vaccine. Are you a licensed and trained vaccine provider?
Are you willing to volunteer a few hours to the Town of Grantham? If so, please call the Town Office so
that we can compile a listing of potential care providers. Thank you for your consideration! For more
information, including a weekly update check out the State webpage at:
http://www.dhhs.state.nh.us/DHHS/DHHS _SITE/swineflu.htm

= : Recreation Park Sign
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s . Thank you to Gilson’s Property Management and Greenwood
GRANTHAM ot Kitchens and Bath for the lovely sign at the entrance to the Gran-
RECREATION S tham Recreation Park. The sign is quite stylish and people are

pARK noticing this attractive entrance to the park!
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Superintendent of Schools News and Notes

With great appreciation for the financial and human support from the community,
The Grantham Village School was opened on-time on September 2, 2009. The
school, as nearly completed, includes 17,000 square feet of new space, a newly
remodeled and expanded cafeteria and kitchen and significant renovations to all
other learning spaces. The library has been moved and increased in size and there is
a new main entrance and new administrative office. The older section of the build-
ing has a new HVAC system, new electrical wiring, new plumbing, new floors,
new computer stations and new computer laboratory and each area has been
painted. A new propane heating system is in place, which is significantly more effi-
cient than the past system. Design elements are focused on increasing the effi-
ciency of electrical and heat use. New insulation has been added to all exterior
walls in the older section to make the building tighter and more efficient. A new
phone system has been installed so that all learning spaces can be reached. The fire alarm and fire suppression systems have been
updated and a new fire alarm panel installed in the front corridor. Doors are now on magnetic locks and are secure during the
school day. The new front entrance under the canopy will serve as the main access point during the day. The administrative as-
sistant to the principal has a full site line to the front door and will be able to buzz visitors in, as necessary. The building is a
lively center for learning, full of color and has new rooms for music and art instruction. A new bus loop has been added around
back so that cars and buses are not fighting for the same space. The main parking lot and south side parking lot have been re-
paved and new exterior lighting added. New garage space has been added for storage as well as a new overnight bus parking
area. All of us in the school system are very proud of the building and the new and expanded opportunities we will have to pro-
vide education to the elementary students in Grantham. Once again, we would like to thank the community for your support.
There is an axiom that “it takes a whole community to educate a child” and nothing is truer than this statement in Grantham.
Over the next several weeks, we will be trying to settle out our bus stops and bus routes. We are trying to do this as efficiently as
possible. We would ask your patience in this matter as we try to work out any problems and issues. The Office of the
Superintendent for SAU # 75 is located on the bottom floor of the Town of Grantham offices. I would like to encourage citizens
to stop in and talk to us about the educational system. I welcome your opinions and thoughts. We can also be reached by calling

863-9689.

News from the Town Clerk/Tax Collector’s Office

We have experienced many changes in
the Town Clerk’s/Tax collectors’ office
that we would like to share with every-
one.

On the Motor Vehicle side of our
counter, the State of New Hampshire
has initiated new fees for Vehicle regis-
trations. You will be experiencing in-
creases in renewal, transfer, duplicate
registration, and vanity plate fees. We
are trying to ease the pain of these in-
creases by utilizing a one-check pay-
ment, which would allow registrants to
pay the town and state amount in just
one check. We also offer debit card
payment for your registrations, which
have a convenience fee of $2.50 per
transaction and of course, we will al-

ways take cash or checks.

We are now able to do lease to owner
transfers at our town office.  This is
new and will save our registrants from
traveling to a sub-station to complete
their vehicle transfers.

We are again sending your renewal
notices in the mail. Read your renewal
registration notice carefully and make
appropriate changes necessary.

If coming to the office to renew, please
bring your current registrations with
you. This is a requirement of the State
of New Hampshire. Starting on Octo-
ber 3, 2009, a certified copy of birth
certificate is required when applying
for a marriage license.

On the Tax Collector’s side of the
counter, we will be putting out the De-
cember property tax bill by the end of
October. Again, please let us know if
you have a change of address from the
last tax bill. We need this change in
writing so it can be put in your file in
the Selectman’s office. Please note that
changes of address between motor ve-
hicle and tax information, must be done
separately.

As always, we appreciate our residents,
and we strive to make our office pleas-
ant and efficient. Rita and Cindy
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From your Police Department

Once again summer seems
to have passed us by way too
quickly. All members of the
Grantham Police Depart-
ment hope everyone had an
enjoyable and safe summer.

It is unfortunate, but a

proven fact, that as the econ-
omy slumps there is an in-
crease of property crimes for de-
partments to deal with. The
Town of Grantham, rural and
quaint as it appears, is not im-
mune to this pattern. Locking
vehicles and homes will deter
easy access to valuables and be-
ing aware of your neighborhood
and reporting suspicious activity
has been found to be useful in
past cases.

With the onset of the new school
year upon us and the opening of
the new addition at the Gran-
tham Village School, there will
be changes in the traffic pattern
from what we are accustomed to.
The Grantham Police Depart-
ment will be assisting the staff in

familiarizing all drivers with the
new traffic flow to alleviate the
congestion experienced last year.

As a reminder: Drivers need to
be watchful for a stopped school
bus displaying its flashing emer-
gency lights. Drivers must stop
until the emergency lights go out
before proceeding, to ensure the
safety of our students.

The Police Department has re-
cently acquired a radar speed
trailer that will be placed ran-
domly throughout town to moni-
tor traffic flow and vehicle
speeds. This trailer will be a very
useful tool in our efforts to keep
our roadways safe for all.

Once again officers and
family members of the de-

>
% partment took part in the

Protect and Serve fundraiser

for Special Olympics by

manning the pumps at the

Circle K on June 11™. This

is a statewide effort every

year and a major fundraiser
for the Special Olympics. Along
with the tips received at the
pumps and the sale of the Spe-
cial Olympics Clings at the reg-
isters during this promotion, the
Grantham Circle K raised the
most among all participating lo-
cations. A huge THANK YOU
to all who donated to this worthy
cause.

The Police Department again
plans to provide the children of
Grantham with a safe Halloween
by having all officers out in
force to ensure they have safe
roadways to use when going
house to house. Halloween will
be Saturday, October 31* from
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Greetings from the Town Receptionist Martha Menard

Changes at Town Hall in July were somewhat of a shock to all of us, but we know for some, change is a

good thing. Yes, I’'m talking about my former boss and Town Administrator Tina Stearns. From all that I

have heard (and nothing bad mind ya) she did a darn good job for the townspeople
and then some! Old Home Day this year was great despite the down pours off/on
throughout the day, and organizer Laurie Field hobbling about on her crutches, what

a trooper! Rec’ Park Blueberry pickin’ went well ...and now we are planning for

Halloween! Where does the time go?
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“Our Town” Grantham Activities

Details of all “Our Town” Activities can be found on the Town’s website and the cable TV channel
8 but here’s a preview of some upcoming events:

The scarecrows are coming!
Scarecrow building will commence on Thursday, the 24th of September at the town park, 119 Shedd Road. We hope you can come
out to help stuff and fluff our fall visitors. These festive burlap buddies can be enjoyed on Route 10 throughout the month of October.

The Haunted Pumpkin Festival
Join us Saturday the 24" of October at the Grantham Village School gym, from 5-7 PM. This is a great family event that includes
games, prizes, costume contest, haunted house, food and this year Mr. Phil’s Happy Hauntings Magic Show.

The Pumpkin Pageant

Don’t cast away your carved creation ,bring it down to the Methodist Church parking lot where we’ll display it all lit up for our trick or
treaters to enjoy on Halloween night. Just drop it off any time on the 31* at the parking lot railing. If you have a candle that would be
great too include inside. Once it gets dark we’ll come around and light them up. You can pick up your jack-o-lantern when you head
home if you wish, or we’ll be happy to cast it away at the end of the night. Come on! Let’s see how many we can get.

Town Tree Lighting - Sunday, November 29th from 4:45-5pm at the Grantham Fire Station
Decorate a Ginger Bread Man - Saturday, December 5th from 12pm to 4pm at the Yankee Barn Christmas, Yankee Barn Rd.
Breakfast with Santa - Saturday, December 12th from 8:30am to 10am at Grantham Town Hall

Thanks to all who volunteered and continued on throughout the rain at this year’s Old Home Day!

Questions about “Our Town” Activities or want to volunteer? Contact Laurie Field at field83(@comcast.net or 863-9143.

Happenings at Dunbar Free Library

Great News!

The Dunbar Free Library is in the process of upgrading our system. This fall (exact date not QUITE definite) you will be able to
check what we have directly at our website (www.dunbarlibrary.org), AND tell whether it’s checked in or out AND place a hold
on it if it’s not in. Installation is taking place soon, but there will be a period of learning for staff.

We truly appreciate everyone who filled out our survey this summer. We will be presenting the results of that soon as well.

Thursday, September 10™ is the second of our summer Trustee/NH Humanities Council sponsored book discussion, 7 p.m. at
Town Hall with Suzanne Brown leading us in a discussion of “A stranger in the Kingdom” by Howard Frank Mosher, in the se-
ries “Yankee Crime”. There are still copies of the book left, it’s a quick read if you want to join us.

Fall story times start on Wednesday and Thursday September 16™ and 17", at 10 a.m. Wednesdays are aimed at lab babies, tod-
dlers and anybody who likes to dance, while Thursdays are the more preschool crowd. They continue through December 9" and
10", with a break the week of Thanksgiving.

Joey recommends a few titles in the Grace Chapel Inn series: As time goes by by Annie Jones, Keeping the faith by Pamela Han-
son/Barbara Andrews; some stories to split your sides: Love, Mom by Doree Safrir and Could have been worse by Rebecca
Rule. Katrina says Prophecy of the sisters by Michelle Zink will keep all the young adults on the edge of their seats. Sandy
couldn’t put down Sarah’s key by Tatiana deRosnay. Bobbi recommends everybody watch Frozen River and Terri’s waiting for
the new season of 24. I say you just can’t beat /7 things I'm not allowed to do anymore (Offill —does that sound like a pseudo-
nym or what?) or any Clementine book by Sara Pennypacker (there are at least two more coming out but we have to wait until
next summer).

If you’ve read a review of a book or other item you think would be just the thing for the library, call 863-2172 or email me at
dunbarfreelib@comcast.net. And come and see us! Dawn, Joey, Bobbi, Sandy, Katrina and Terri.

I ————
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Winter Safety Tips from Grantham Fire Department

DOWNED POWER LINES

Another common winter hazard is power lines being downed due to ice storms or high winds. Wires should always be consid-
ered LIVE AND DANGEROUS and must be avoided. Please notify the Fire Department by calling 911 and Public Service of
New Hampshire immediately, and it will be handled from there.

CANDLES

Always put candles in non-tip candleholders before you light them, and do not burn candles near decorations or displays. Keep
candles well away from curtains, and never put candles in windows or near exits. Never leave a room with a candle burning or
within reach of small children.

PORTABLE GENERATOR SAFETY

Exercise Caution When Using Portable Generators

Running a generator in a storm-devastated area or during power outages is a safe way to power and light a home--but only if you
apply a healthy dose of common sense and follow the generator manufacturer's instructions. Even with safety in mind, generat-
ing your own power is not without its risks. Carbon monoxide (CO) is an invisible killer. You can't see or smell it. A generator's
exhaust contains poisonous CO, which can kill you in a matter of minutes.

CHRISTMAS TREE SAFETY & HOLIDAY LIGHTS

e Selecting a fresh Christmas tree that is kept in water at all times. Needles on fresh trees should be green and should not
fall off easily. Don’t put your tree up too early or leave it up longer than two weeks.

e Dried out Christmas trees can ignite easily and boost a fire by spreading it rapidly to nearby combustible materials!

e Place your Christmas tree in a safe place, away from heat sources such as a fireplace or heat vent.

e  When decorating your Christmas tree, always use safe tree lights. (Some lights are designed only for indoor or outdoor
use, but not both.) Larger tree lights should also have some type of reflector rather than a bare bulb and all lights should
be listed by a testing laboratory.

e Follow the manufacturer's instructions on how to use tree lights. Any string of lights with worn, frayed or broken cords
or loose bulb connections should not be used.

e Choose a sturdy tree stand designed not to tip over.

e Safely dispose of the tree when it begins dropping needles. Dried-out trees are highly flammable and should not be left
in a house or garage, or placed against the house.

e Avoid overloading electrical outlets. Don’t link more than three light strands unless the directions indicate it is safe.
Periodically check the wires. They should not be warm to the touch.

SNOW SHOVELING
If you have to shovel your walks, try not to over do it. If you feel yourself getting tired and weak, it’s time to go inside and take a
break. The snow will still be there when you get back!

CHECKING ON A NEIGHBOR
It is also a nice gesture to check on the elderly person living next door during the winter and summer months. Just to make sure
they have everything and they are not in any kind of difficulty. Just knowing someone is out there -Helps.

HYPOTHERMIA: LOW BODY TEMPERATURE

Warning signs - uncontrollable shivering, memory loss, disorientation, incoherence, slurred speech, drowsiness, and apparent
exhaustion.

Detection - Take the person’s temperature. If below 95 degrees, immediately seek medical care (Call 911).

FIREPLACES

Keep fire where it belongs - in the fireplace! Make sure you have a screen large enough to catch flying sparks and rolling logs.
Clean your chimney regularly - creosote build-up can ignite your chimney, roof and the whole house! Have your chimney in-
spected annually for damage and obstructions. Store cooled ashes in a tightly sealed metal container. Cardboard boxes and paper
bags can quickly catch fire. Only burn materials appropriate for a fireplace, never burn trash or paper, burning paper can float up
a chimney and onto your roof or into your yard.

I ————
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Transfer Station News

Burn Pile:

It is necessary to close
the burn pile to the pub-
lic beginning October 1%
to November 1% in order
to conduct routine main-
tenance. We apologize
for any inconvenience.

Grantham Athletics

Hours of Operation:
Sunday: 1pm-4pm
Monday: 8am-Noon

Wednesday: 1pm-4pm

Friday: 10am-Noon and
Ipm to 4pm

Saturday: 8am-Noon

CLOSED: Tuesday/Thursday

Please Recycle!

Dump Stickers:

2010 dump stickers will be
available in the Selectmen’s
Office by mid-November.
As was required this year,
the license plate number
will be written on the
sticker so please have that
information available.

Fall brings the great sport of Soccer
to the youth in town, teams are
formed and games are soon to be-
gin. All practice and games sched-
ules can be viewed on the Town of
Grantham’s website under Service-
Recreation/Athletics. This web-
page representing Grantham Athlet-
ics will be updated weekly by me,
and all information pertaining to the

recreation programs the dept. pro-
vides will be listed here.

October will bring the return of
“Frank’s Café” in conjunction with
OUR TOWN’s Haunted Pumpkin
Festival. Look for more informa-
tion on the webpage. Winter will
bring the return of basketball for
grades K-6 and Cheerleading for
grades 3-6. We also hope to offer

snowshoeing again! More informa-
tion about these winter sports will
be sent later this year.

The Athletic Dept. is always look-
ing for volunteers to support current
programs or introduce new ones.
Share your knowledge and your
time. Contact M. Googins, Athletic
Director, athletics@granthamnh.net
or go to the webpage for more info.

Health and Safety Fair and Flu Shot Clinic!!

Emergency Management Director Bob Osgood has been working hard coordi-
nating this year’s health and safety fair! Seasonal flu shots will be given at this

event which will be held on Saturday, October 3rd from 9am—12pm at the
Grantham Town Hall. For more information contact the Selectmen’s office at
863-6021. Hope to see you there!

TOWN OF GRANTHAM, NH
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A Note from the Board of Selectmen

We are pleased to welcome Becky Newton Esq. as Town Administrator.
Becky comes to us from Lancaster, N.H. where she held the position of
Administrative  Services Manager. Becky hit the ground running on
§ the 22" of July and has exceeded our expectations in filling the position.
4§ The residents of Grantham are very fortunate to have her in the “corner
office”.
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