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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

By commissioning a Critical Conservation Lands Index, The Grantham Conservation
Commission and the Town of Grantham, NH have taken a fundamental step toward
protecting their natural resources. The preservation and conservation of Grantham's
natural resources is vital to the future of the Town’s cultural, economic, and community
structure. This Critical Conservation Lands Index serves as an inventory of the natural
resources in Grantham ard provides a basis for land conservation planning.

This project consists of two main components:

The written report provides a descriptive inventory of the natural resources within
Grantham and makes recommendations on how the Town may protect its most
valuable natural assets. Themes include water resources, soils and steep slopes,
conserved and town-owned recreational lands, wildlife and wildlife habitat, the
economic benefits of conservation, and the threats to natural resources that
Grantham must address. The report includes maps depicting where the natural
resources fall within Grantham’ s borders.

The natural resource co-occurrence models analyze the available natural resource
data to determine where the Town should focus conservation efforts. In short, the
results of the co-occurrence suggest the Town should focus its efforts on the lands
north of the Grantham Town Forest/Sherwood Forest, the Bog Brook Wetland
Complex, and the largely forested and undeveloped portion of Town south and
west of Dunbar Hill Road.

With the acquisition of this report, it now falls to the Grantham Conservation
Commission to put the Critical Conservation Lands Index to work;

This report should be presented to the Town planning board, selectmen, local land
trusts and other conservation groups. Copies should be provided to the Town
Hall, the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regiona Planning Commission, and the
Dunbar Free Library.

Educate the public so that they may support the Conservation Commission in its
efforts. Display maps in the Town Hall—especially during town meetings—and
in the local library. Publicize the Critical Conservation Lands Index in the loca
newspaper or town newsletter. Distribute aflyer conveying the importance of the
project and summarizing the findings to local landowners to encourage
stewardship.

Develop a Conservation Plan detailing conservation priorities and resource
protection goals. Incorporate this plan into the next Master Plan update.

Evauate zoning and subdivision regulations and make revisions that will provide
smarter land use decisions.



