APPROVED
Town of Grantham
Open Space Committee Meeting Minutes
December 4, 2014

Thain Allan called the Open Space Committee meeting to order at 8:45 a.m. in the Town
Hall located at 300 Route 10 South, Grantham, NH 03753.

Members Present:

Thain Allan , Chair

Allen Wilson, Vice Chair

Craig McArt, Secretary

Susan Buchanan, Grantham Conservation Committee
Conrad Frey, Zoning Board of Adjustment Chair
Charlie McCarthy, Planning Board Vice Chair
Members of the Public: None

Approval of Minutes

Mr. Allan said that he had “requested” rather than “suggested” that each member bring a
laptop to the December 4 meeting, and asked for the change of word. Ms. Buchanan asked
that the vote on committee officers be recorded as unanimous. There being no further
corrections or additions, a motion was made by Ms. Buchanan and seconded by Mr. Wilson
to approve the minutes as amended.

Approved with one abstention

Old Business

Mr. Wilson, as promised in the last meeting, donated a large box with dividers for storage
and protection of the Town’s map collection in the room behind the Jerry Whitney
Memorial Conference Room. Also at the last meeting the committee asked Mr. McArt to
request that Administrator Melissa White make the digital file of the F&G Wildlife Action
Plan map overlaid on the Grantham parcel map available to each member and to have the
map laminated. Since the digital file was unavailable, Mr. McArt had the map scanned to
produce a digital file and then had the map laminated. In so doing, he was able to also
overlay Grantham’s high yield aquifer.

New Business

Mr. Allan noted that Ms. Buchanan had, as promised at the last meeting, sent committee
members a website link to a report from the committee of lawmakers formed last spring
under SB 388 on the current status of land conservation in New Hampshire and the State’s
role in encouraging voluntary protection of land in the future. Although discussion of the
report was on the meeting agenda, he decided to postpone that discussion until the next
meeting so that there would be sufficient time for the main item on the day’s agenda:
instruction on filling out parcel inventory forms.

The parcel inventory forms are to be completed using a template agreed upon at the last
meeting. Mr. McArt added map images to over 120 templates keying them to specific
parcels of >10 acres, either undeveloped ones or developed ones with Current Use
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designation. These templates were distributed evenly to Mr. Allan, Ms. Buchanan, Mr.
McArt and Mr. Wilson in digital form along with the Wildlife Action Plan map and the parcel
designation map endorsed at the last meeting. Mr. McArt provided each member with a
sample completed form and a list of step-by-step procedures. Demonstration/instruction
followed with members using laptops to navigate between the Grantham Tax Map Online,
property card and the other maps at their disposal to come up with information to be
entered on the template form. Mr. Allan asked that the members with this assignment bring
some completed, printed inventory forms to the January meeting so they can be copied,
shared and discussed. He mentioned the March date we had set for completion of this
phase of our task and imagined that we might need to schedule more meeting time after
our January meeting to meet that target.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Mr. McArt and seconded by Mr. Wilson to adjourn the meeting at
10:30 a.m.

Unanimously Approved

The next Open Space Committee meeting will take place on January 8, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. in
the Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room at the Town Hall.

Respectfully Submitted,

Craig McArt,
Secretary
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