APPROVED

Town of Grantham
Open Space Committee Meeting Minutes
October 2, 2014

Craig McArt called the Open Space Committee meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.
October 2, 2014 in the Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room located at 300
Route 10 South, Grantham, NH 03753.

Members Present: Susan Buchanan, Grantham Conservation Committee; Charlie
McCarthy, Planning Board Vice Chair; Allen Wilson; Conrad Frey, Zoning Board of
Adjustment Chair and Craig McArt.

Absent: Thain Allan

Members of the Public: None

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of July 3, 2014 meeting: C. McArt said there should be a correction on
page 3: the last word under July Agenda Discussion should read “sites” not sights.
There being no further corrections, a motion was made by S. Buchanan and
seconded by A. Wilson to approve the minutes as amended.

Unanimously Approved

Old Business

McArt stated that C. Frey had sent out emails to members listing the following
most important categories in considering properties/areas for rural character
designation in our inventory of parcels as he had proposed at the July meeting:
e Farms and Fields

e Woodlands and Forests

e Ponds and Lakes

e Wetlands, Bogs, Marshlands, Streams, rivers and Vernal Pools

e Uplands/Mountains

e Scenic Vistas

e Wildlife Corridors

e Trails and Class VI Roads

e Unpaved Roads

e Cultural and Historical Sites

e Parks and Recreation Sites
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McArt said that he was not sure what the difference was between “woodlands
and forests”. Wilson said in his line of work (surveying) woodlands are usually
areas that are on a farm where the people that live there can go out and cut
wood, and a forest is panorama of full growth and more of a general area.

The next item on the list was “lakes and ponds” and the difference between
them. McCarthy thought that ponds and lakes were sized by acreage for the
differential of sizes and continued Eastman Lake started out as a pond and when
it was dammed it became a lake after it artificially increased in size. Frey said
Department of Environmental Services used to have the Water Protection Act
that set aside certain lakes, rivers and ponds and wasn’t sure if they included
acreage or not. Wilson said that Great Ponds were anything larger than 40 acres
and any other ponds can go down to as low as 10 acres to be covered by the
Shoreland Water Quality Protection Act.

Further talk ensued concerning the difference between wetlands, bogs, ponds,
vernal pools etc. It was agreed that “streams and rivers” should be a separate
category from “wetlands”. Discussed next was “uplands” and it was agreed to
change this to “hills and mountains”. “Class VI Roads” along with other items on
the list were discussed.

New Business

McArt discussed the potential relevance of a pending land conservation study

report as noted in the agenda. Fifteen years ago the Land & Community Heritage

Commission Report led to the Land & Community Heritage Investment Program

(LCHIP) over concern that the state was losing its rural character. What has

changed since that time are the following:

e Population-driven development has slowed.

e LCHIP’s funds were diverted to the state’s general fund.

e Climate change has put a premium on ecosystems that have climate resiliency.

e Wind turbines have begun to occupy ridgelines.

e Solar arrays and trackers have begun to dot the landscape.

e Development has rapidly increased on land over aquifers appropriate for
public drinking water.

A committee of lawmakers was formed last spring to study the current status of
land conservation in New Hampshire and the state’s role in encouraging voluntary
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protection of land in the future. It is studying whether the state’s approach to
land conservation is appropriate to meet future challenges including, but not
limited to, securing current and future drinking water supplies, maintaining a land
base for farming and forestry, protecting fish and wildlife habitat/biodiversity,
and providing outdoor recreation opportunities. It will recommend through policy
and/or financial support, effective voluntary land protection in the next decade.
The committee is to report its findings and recommendations on or before
November 1, 2014.

McArt asked if it would be appropriate and prudent to consider the
recommendations of this pending land conservation study report in order to bring
our criteria up to date for prioritizing open space in Grantham. Discussion led to a
decision to add “Aquifer Proximity” to the list of those features previously
decided for the inventory:

e Farms/ Fields

e Woodlands / Forests

e Ponds/ Lakes

e Wetlands

e Streams / Rivers

e Hills / Mountains

e Scenic Vistas

e Wildlife Corridors

e Trails / Class VI Roads

Unpaved Roads

Cultural / Historic Sites

Parks / Recreation Sites

Aquifer Proximity

Motion to approve the above list was made by Allen Wilson and seconded by
Susan Buchanan. Unanimously Approved

Buchanan asked McCarthy if the Planning Board has been working on the Master
Plan. McCarthy stated that he and Planning Board Chair Carl Hanson were
meeting that evening with the Selectmen to discuss this.

Buchanan stated that she believed sending out a survey to Town residents would
help out with the prioritizing of parcels, and after speaking with Town
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Administrator Melissa White, she became aware of a free program called “Survey
Monkey” that is available on the Town’s web site. All the committee would have
to do is come up with a word document and then post it with the website as a
public survey for Grantham residents. McArt pointed out that the prioritizing of
parcels was the second part of the committee’s charge and, therefore, need not
delay completion of the first charge, which is to map, inventory and analyze the
parcels. The committee was in agreement that a survey would not be
implemented at this time.

The committee discussed a Town map showing designations of parcels greater

than 10 acres that McArt made and asked him to copy it digitally and have it

laminated. The designations were:

e Town-owned with conservation restriction

e Town-owned without conservation restriction

e State-owned without conservation restriction

e Owned by a conservation organization

e Protected by a conservation easement

e Owned by a private organization for conservation or recreation purposes, but
not legally protected for these purposes

The committee also discussed a 2010 NH Fish & Game Wildlife Action Plan map
showing Highest Ranked Wildlife Habitat by Ecological Region. If it could be
overlaid with the Town parcel map, it would be helpful in the inventory and
analysis of individual parcels’ features. McArt said he would see if this could be
accomplished.

Adjournment

There being no further discussion, a motion was made by Craig McArt and
seconded by Charlie McCarthy to adjourn the meeting at 10:25 a.m.
Unanimously Approved

The next Open Space Committee meeting will take place on November 6, 2014 at
8:30 a.m. in the Town Hall.

Respectfully Submitted,

Martha M. Norris, Clerk
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