
 

Town of Grantham—2014 Annual Report    

Town of Grantham 
New Hampshire 

Annual Report for 2014 

 



 

Town of Grantham—2014 Annual Report  2

 
~PUBLICATION NOTES~ 

 

 Cover Photo: New Hampshire State bird (Purple Finch) was photographed by resident 

Sheridan Brown in his backyard. 

 Other photos courtesy of David Beckley, David Wood, Jeremiah Fountain, Martha Norris, 

Marsha Googins, Jamielynn Garland 

 Printing by: R.C. Brayshaw, West Lebanon, NH 

 

 

Photos:  Courtesy of resident Sheridan Brown.  Top photo—Butternut Brook 

Bottom photos— Redpoll Finches. Redpolls are winter finches that visit northern parts of our 

state (which is considered flying south for them) every couple of years.  These were taken in 

the backyard of Grantham resident Sheridan Brown.   
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Town Department Information 
 

SELECTMEN’S OFFICE; 300 Route 10 S; 603-863-6021; fax 603-863-4499 

Hours: Monday............................. 8am – 5pm 

  Tuesday............................. 8am – 5pm 

  Wednesday........................ 8am – 5pm 

  Thursday........................... 8am – 5pm 

  Friday................................ 8am – 4pm 

      

TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR; PO Box 135; 300 Route 10 S; 603-863-5608; fax 603-863-4499 

Hours: Monday............................. 8am – 5pm 

  Tuesday............................. 8am – 7pm  

  Wednesday........................ 8am – 7pm  

  Thursday........................... 8am – 5pm; Closed for lunch from 12pm – 1pm 

  Friday................................ 8am – 4pm; Closed for lunch from 12pm – 1pm 

      

DUNBAR FREE LIBRARY; PO Box 1580; 401 Route 10 S; 603-863-2172 

Hours: Monday............................. 9am – 7:30pm 

  Tuesday............................. Closed 

  Wednesday........................ 9am – 7:30pm 

  Thursday........................... 9am – 5pm 

  Friday................................ 9am – 12pm 

  Saturday............................ 9am – 2pm 

      

FIRE DEPARTMENT; PO Box 80; 251 Route 10 S; 603-863-5710 

      

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT; 36 Dunbar Hill Road; 603-863-9156; fax 603-863-4499 

      

POLICE DEPARTMENT; PO Box 704; 300 Route 10 S; 603-863-6844; fax 603-863-8152 

Non-Emergency 24-Hour Dispatch 603-863-3232; EMERGENCY 911 

      

TRANSFER STATION; 1150 Route 114; 603-863-9713; fax 603-863-4499 

Hours: Sunday.............................. 9am – 4pm 

  Monday............................. 8am – 12pm 

  Tuesday............................. Closed 

  Wednesday........................ Closed 

  Thursday........................... 8am – 4pm 

  Friday................................ 10am – 4pm 

  Saturday............................ 8am – 4pm 

      

MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULE 

    

Board of Selectmen:  2nd & 4th Wednesday; 5pm 

Conservation Commission:  3rd Monday; 7pm 

Library Trustees:  3rd Monday; 5:30pm 

Open Space Committee:  1st Thursday; 8:30am 

Planning Board:  1st Thursday; 7pm 

Trustees of the Trust Funds:  2nd Tuesday; 1pm 

Zoning Board of Adjustment:  4th Thursday; 7pm 
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Officials and Staff of Grantham 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN   TERM EXPIRES 

  G. Warren Kimball, Chair   2017 

  Kenneth B. Story  2015 

  Constance A. Jones 2016 

      

MODERATOR     

  Susanna Schweizer  2016 

 Lorie McClory—Assistant Moderator  

     

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR – Melissa White   

      

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT – Ann Jasper   

    

RECEPTIONIST/OFFICE ASSISTANT – Martha Norris   

    

TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR   

  Rita Friedman 2016 

  Cynthia Towle, Deputy   

      

TOWN TREASURER     

  Christopher Morris 2016 

  Deputies:  Stephen Adamic, Ann Neu   

      

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN COMMITTEE (Appointed)     

  Peter Guillette, Chair 2017 

  Paula Bresnick 2017 

  Robert MacNeil 2015 

 Patricia MacNeil 2017 

 Richard Valone  

      

CEMETERY TRUSTEES     

  G. Warren Kimball 2017 

  Christopher Paquette 2016 

  Russell (Pete) Bailey 2015 

      

CEMETERY SEXTON – Warren Legacy   

      

CONSERVATION COMMISSION (Appointed)     

  Sheridan Brown, Chair 2015 

  David Wood 2015 

  Richard Hocker 2017 

  Susan Buchanan 2017 

  Vacant  

  Alternates:  Laura Nagy   

  Selectmen’s Rep:  Kenneth Story   

 Clerk:  Caroline Hoen  
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  Term Expires 

DUNBAR FREE LIBRARY TRUSTEES     

  Katrina McCurley, Chair 2016 

  Ed Jenik, Treasurer 2015 

 Sara Lang, Recording Secretary 2016 

 Wendy Grant, Assistant Treasurer 2015 

  Karen Walsh, Corresponding Secretary 2017 

      

LIBRARIAN – Dawn E.S. Huston; B. Joey Holmes, Assistant  

  

OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE (Appointed)   

 Thain Allan, Chair  

 Craig McArt, Secretary  

 Allen Wilson, Vice Chair  

 Susan Buchanan, Conservation Commission Rep  

 Charlie McCarthy, Planning Board Rep  

 Conrad Frey, Zoning Board Rep  

      

PLANNING BOARD     

  Carl Hanson, Chair 2015 

  Charles McCarthy, Vice Chair 2017 

  Mary Hutchins 2016 

  Karen Ryan 2015 

 Alternates: Thain Allan & Peter Guillette  

  Selectmen’s Rep & Voting member:  G. Warren Kimball   

  Clerk:  Jamielynn Garland   

      

SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST     

  Donna Stamper 2020 

  Sandra Noordsy 2016 

  Suzanne Goldman 2015 

      

RECREATION PARK COMMITTEE (Appointed)     

  Marsha Googins   

  Julia Hautaniemi   

  Jonathan Ames   

  Nicole Mason   

  Selectmen’s Rep:  G. Warren Kimball   

      

TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUNDS     

  Robert Fogg 2016 

  James Coakley 2017 

  Robert Lewis 2015 

      

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT (Appointed)     

  Conrad Frey, Chair 2016 

  Richard Mansfield 2017 

  Myron Cummings 2017 

  Margery Bostom 2017 

  Tanya McIntire 2015 

 Alternates:  Sheridan Brown & Peter Guillette 2017 

 Selectmen’s Rep:  Constance A. Jones  

  Clerk:  Martha Norris   

      

ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR – Jamielynn Garland   

ATHLETICS DIRECTOR – Marsha Googins   

BUILDING CUSTODIAN – David Cullen   

Officials and Staff of Grantham 



 

Town of Grantham—2014 Annual Report  7 

 
BUILDING INSPECTOR – Roger Woodworth 

  

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR – David Beckley 

  

F.A.S.T. SQUAD 

  Stuart Gillespie, EMT-Intermediate, Coordinator; Jeff Figley, EMT-Intermediate, Asst. Coordinator; Susan Figley, EMT-

Intermediate; Jane Chipman, EMT-Intermediate; Jill Davis, EMT-Paramedic; Bruce Chipman, Advance EMT; Lori Avery, 

EMT;  Erin Hammond, EMT-Intermediate; Ian Gill, Advanced EMT; Cory Howarth—in training for EMT 
  

  

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Jeremiah Fountain, Chief ; David Beckley, Deputy Chief; Lieutentants: Justin Hastings, Jason McMahon;  Firefighters - Len  

Angelli; Rosie Bard; Robert Coburn; Hunter Coronis; William Follensbee; Ian Gill; Matthew Guerra; Christopher Lopez;    

Brandon Mason; Joshua Merriam; Robin Palermo; Jack Tibbits 

    

FIRE WARDEN – Jeremiah Fountain 

 Deputies:  David Beckley; Justin Hastings; Jason McMahon 

    

GROUNDSKEEPER – Glenn Carey 

  

HEALTH OFFICER – Roger Woodworth; Dr. Richard Sachs, Deputy 

  

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

  Jeffrey Hastings, Road Agent 

 Brian Hastings, Plow Truck Driver (winter) 

 Thomas Bircher, Truck Driver/Equipment Operator (summer) 

   

POLICE DEPARTMENT  

  Walter Madore, Sr., Chief; John Parsons, Sergeant  & Prosecutor; Ryan Gamble, Officer; Travis Soucy, Officer;                    

Judy DiPadova, Secretary 

Specials: Tim Julian, Vince Cunningham, Robert Schwartz, Massad Ayoob 

   

TOWN ARCHIVIST—Rae Tober 

 

TRANSFER STATION—Chris Scott, Supervisor; Buddy Sweeney, FT Attendant; Ron Fowler & F. Robert Osgood,  PT Attend-

ants 

 

WELFARE OFFICIAL – Board of Selectmen, Town Administrator 

Officials and Staff of Grantham 
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TOWN REPORT DEDICATION 
 

When Wisconsin native and retired Army Colonel Merle Schotanus 

purchased property on the eastern slope of Dunbar Hill in 1971, one of 

his first projects was the renovation of Sam Walker’s dilapidated old 

sugar house. It soon became clear that Merle and his family took to the 

task of hewing out a place in the woods with a passion that was genu-

inely heartfelt. In the years that followed, Merle would expand his inter-

ests to include a variety of roles as a public servant, ultimately building 

an impressive record that included fourteen years as a State Representa-

tive, thirty years as Grantham Town Moderator and twelve years as 

Trustee of the University System of New Hampshire. 

As significant as these accomplishments are, of equal if not greater im-

portance has been his passion for agriculture and conservation. While he owned and operated Sugar Springs 

Farm on Dunbar Hill, he was recognized as both New Hampshire Tree Farmer of the Year and New England 

Tree Farmer of the Year. While in the state legislature he served two terms on the House Environment and 

Agriculture Committee, and in 1992 was honored by the New Hampshire Timberland Owners Association as 

Legislator of the Year. 

Perhaps most telling is the more than thirty years Merle has been an avid supporter of the UNH Cooperative 

Extension. He assisted them while in the state legislature by heading a study committee that produced revised 

legislation for the Cooperative Extension, and he also worked to draft new agreements between the Coopera-

tive Extension and county governments. As if Merle needed more awards, in 2010 his commitment was hon-

ored with the “Friend Of Extension” award. Merle also worked actively with the NH Farm Bureau, the Socie-

ty for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests, and the Nature Conservancy. 

Locally, Merle was a founding member of the Blue Mountain Snowdusters, an organization that, while origi-

nally intended to establish the maintenance and responsible use of snowmobiling trails, has since grown to 

promote such other outdoor activities as hiking, horseback riding and mountain biking. Under his leadership, 

the BMSD formed the Grantham Mountaineers Prouty Team in a community wide effort to raise money for 

cancer research.  In 2014, they contributed $27,201 to the Norris Cotton Cancer Center at DHMC.  Merle also 

played a pivotal role in the establishment of the Reney Memorial Forest, protecting 413 acres of forest land 

for the use of future generations. He has also chaired the Grantham Conservation Commission and guided its 

efforts to raise consciousness regarding the importance of preserving the natural environment that is part and 

parcel of the beauty – and the future – of our town. 

Merle may well have brought a love of nature with him when he first arrived in Grantham, but there’s no 

question that he’s actively and thoughtfully nurtured that passion over the course of the past forty years. We 

dedicate the 2014 Town Report to thank him for the years of generosity, commitment, and abiding love for 

the wild place that we call Grantham. 
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In 2014, the town enjoyed stability amidst welcome additions. With the retirement of former road agent Joe Newcomb in     

November of 2013 we lost one of our most dedicated, long-term employees; however, we gained new road agent Jeff Hastings, 

who has proven to be a tremendous asset in his own right. Jeff, who worked as Joe’s assistant for twelve years, brought his con-

siderable talent and experience to the position and has done a masterful job of caring for the town’s roads in all seasons. Warren 

Kimball, our Select Board chair, agreed to run again, and his unique combination of humor and wisdom continues to provide a 

sense of calm that is most welcome. Finally, while we lost police officer Dakota Titorenko-Geary, in November we added new 

officer Travis Soucy. We welcome him to Grantham and look forward to having him on the force. 

 

The economy, while improving, continues to remain a challenge to the town. In addition to paying attention to reducing costs 

and trimming wherever possible, the Select Board has encouraged all our departments and committees to explore every oppor-

tunity to reduce expenditures and acquire funding outside of taxation. These options include grants, matching funds, and leas-

ing. 

 

Infrastructure improvements remain an important focus. While plans proceeded for the replacement of the town-owned bridge 

at the bottom of Olde Farms Road, the importance of replacing the fifty-year-old Miller Pond Road bridge has only become 

more evident. Work has proceeded on both projects, with the replacement of the Olde Farms Road bridge scheduled for the 

summer of 2015 and the commencement of the necessary planning, permitting, etc. for the replacement of the Miller Pond Road 

bridge as soon as possible. 

 

Once again we thank our dedicated town volunteers. Significant growth in volunteer involvement has occurred in the Recrea-

tion Department, the Grantham Conservation Commission, and the new Open Space Committee. However, committees contin-

ue to experience turnover, so there are always opportunities for residents to lend their interest and talent. Please let any one of 

us know if you’re interested and we’ll do our best to find a position that you will find satisfying and worthwhile. Improving 

public participation in town government will always be a goal of the Grantham Selectboard. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

G. Warren Kimball, Chairman 

Constance A. Jones 

Kenneth B. Story 

 

 

Board of Selectmen Report 
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As I look back on 2014, I cannot help but think how generous our community is.  Whether it’s serving on a town board 

or committee, volunteering to coach, referee or by donating to our local food pantry, our community is so very generous. 

THANK YOU! 
 

Vision Government Solutions was hired to conduct a full-revaluation of all the properties in Grantham.  The data collec-

tion was completed in the summer and the market analysis (review of recent sales that took place over the last two years 

to determine which market factors influenced property values) was completed over the winter.  If your property was not 

inspected in the summer, you will receive a letter in the spring of 2015 requesting an inspection. 
 

The Olde Farms Road Bridge replacement was delayed once again.  As of this writing, new bids have been received and 

the Board of Selectmen will award the project soon.  We estimate the project will get under way the last week in June 

2015 and be completed before school starts at the end of August.  During construction, that portion of Olde Farms Road 

will be closed to both vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  Please, for the safety of everyone, we ask that you do not cross 

the barriers onto Olde Farms Road until the road is re-opened. 
 

When I was informed that the floor in the basement of the Town Archives building was rotten, I cannot begin to explain 

panic and worry that overcame me!  With such an old building, one never knows what will be found behind walls and 

under floors.  Fortunately, it was all concrete so we had the partitions and wooden floor removed.  We now have a large 

(and dry!), well organized space for the supplies of our Recreation Department. 
 

If you are new to Grantham, the Selectmen’s Office is where you come for many things including assessing information, 

building permit applications, general assistance, planning and zoning board applications, Transfer Station information 

including hang tags (dump passes) and dump tickets for those items that require a fee to dispose of.  This information is 

also on our website at www.granthamnh.net.  We also have an email list, it’s a great way to stay up-to-date on all the 

happenings in town! 
 

In closing, I would like to thank my Receptionist Martha Norris and Assistant Ann Jasper, as well as the Rita Friedman 

and Cindy Towle in the Town Clerk/Tax Collector’s office.  I also want to thank all the other Department Heads for 

pitching in where needed; we all work together and I truly appreciate their commitment to the citizens of Grantham!   
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Melissa M. White 

Town Administrator 

Left to right:  Town Administrator Melissa White, Receptionist Martha Norris 

and Administrative Assistant Ann Jasper 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

http://www.granthamnh.net
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Hello to all Grantham residents, new and old. One of the more useful tools that we offer is the website, 

www.granthamnh.net. The home page shows the calendar with town events, meetings, revised hours and 

holiday closings. Under Departments, choose Town Clerk/Tax Collector. Tax payments, registration renew-

als, dog licenses and certified copies of Vital Records can be researched and paid on line using our website. 

Addresses can be updated on the Town website. 

 At our office you can register motor vehicles, ATVs, snowmobiles and boats. We license dogs and issue 

hunting and fishing licenses. This is where you register to vote. As Municipal Agents for the Department 

of Motor Vehicles we complete registrations for other towns which generate additional revenue for Gran-

tham. 

We are required to ask for photo ID for some transactions. We only accept checks or cash for all transac-

tions. Please note that online transactions are electronic check transfers. 

Property Tax bills are sent twice a year and are payable in July and December of each year. This is where 

you pay your property tax. The property tax year runs from April 1st to March 31st. Information about tax 

billing, payments and tax lien information can be directed to this office. 

Assessing questions and concerns are referred to the Selectmen’s office. 

The Office is open for your convenience 5 days a week, which includes 2 evenings. We close from 12pm to 

1pm on Thursday and Friday since there is only one person in the office on those days. We ask that you be 

in line 15 minutes before posted closing times so that we may serve you in a timely manner. We offer com-

plimentary Notary service, directions to places in Grantham (for those lost along the way) and the ever pre-

sent candy bowl. 

As always we look forward to serving you in the coming year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rita Friedman, Town Clerk/Tax Collector  

Cynthia Towle, Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector’s Report 

http://www.granthamnh.net


 

Town of Grantham—2014 Annual Report  12



 

Town of Grantham—2014 Annual Report  13 



 

Town of Grantham—2014 Annual Report  14



 

Town of Grantham—2014 Annual Report  15 



 

Town of Grantham—2014 Annual Report  16



 

Town of Grantham—2014 Annual Report  17 



 

Town of Grantham—2014 Annual Report  18

We continue to update our checklist by weeding out voters that have moved and registered elsewhere. We 

are also sending out 30 day letters to those voters that we think may have moved and have not registered   

either in NH or another state. We do receive information from a few States when a voter has registered  

there, but certainly not all. It would be helpful if you are moving to another state that you let us know by 

sending a letter to the Town office to our attention.  

We want to encourage all voters who registered before 2006 to come to one of our sessions or to the Town 

Office anytime to update their registration cards. Before the 2006 date we do not have information such as 

your driver's license number or a full middle name. This information is helpful as the State has encouraged 

us to keep up-to-date records and since we are a first in the nation Primary we are under greater scrutiny.  

We want to thank those voters that worked as Inspectors of the Election and other volunteers. They helped 

make the process run smoothly.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Donna Stamper  

Sandy Noordsy  

Suzanne Goldman  

 

 

 

Supervisor’s of the Checklist Report 
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Site Plan Review 

The Yoga Connection/SJG Trust Tax Map 226 Lot 20.1 - 151 Route 10 North 

Jerzy Mitura: Tax Map 236 Lot 11 - 742 Route 114  

Wood Browser, Inc: Tax Map 236 lot 11 - 742 Route 114 

Saralyn Carr—The Farmers Table Café; Tax Map 226 Lot 021 - 249 Route 10 North  

Stocker Brook Realty LLC; Tax Map 236 Lot 010 - 631 Route 114  

Lorena Clay—Cosmetology Salon; Tax Map 233 Lot 026 - 120 Route 10 South  

Grey Ledges Rentals & Properties - Melissa M. Allen Map 226 Lot 021 - Route 10 North 

Lauran & James Steinmetz - Map 226-020 151 Route 10 North  

Merger/ Annexation 

Alan & Patricia Lambert; Tax Map 214 Lots 91& 92-Eastman, Deeryard Section 3 

Mark & Donna Ellis; Tax Map 213 Lots 121 & 122 –Grantham NH 

Don & Susan Goodwin; Map 214, Lots 018 & 019; Eastman Deeryard Section 3 

Dennis & Glenda Johnson; Map 216; Lots 104 & 105; Eastman Burpee Hill Section 3 

Town of Grantham/Dunbar Free Library; Tax Map 237 Lots 005 & 006 

 Maria E. Hanke; Map222-Lots 66 &67 Eastman Summit Drive 

Subdivision Applications 

David & Jean Avery; Tax Map 227 Lot 20 

Boundary Line Adjustment/ Revised Map 

Douglas Web Jr.; Tax Map 237 Lots 054; 054.1, 054.2 Split Rock Road 

Sign Permit Application 

Wendy Bircher—Tresk Interior; Tax Map 233 Lot 026—120 Route 10 South 

Janice Vien—Yoga Connection; Tax Map 226 Lot 20.1—151 Route 10 North 

Lorena Clay—Cosmetology Salon; Tax Map 233 Lot 026 – 120 Route 10 South  

Grey Ledges Rentals &Properties – Melissa M. Allen; Tax Map 226 – Lot 021 Route 10 North 

Lauran & James Steinmetz; Tax Map 226 – Lot 020 – 151 Route 10 North 

Dunkin Donuts - Greg Sagris; Tax Map 233 – Lot 026--120  

Tim Beard - Beard Automotive & Small Engine Repair Tax Map 235 Lot 017 – 1205 Route 114  

Planning Board 

Members:  Chair Carl Hanson, Vice Chair Charles McCarthy, Karen Ryan, Mary Hutchins 

Alternates:  Thain Allan & Peter Guillette 

Selectmen’s Representative & Voting member:  G. Warren Kimball 

Clerk:  Jamielynn Garland  
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Special Exception of Article VIII for Home Business: 

 James and Lauran Steinmetz Tax Map 236 Lot; 102 Stocker Pond Road  

 

 

 

Members: Chair Conrad Frey; Myron Cummings; Richard Mansfield; Margery Bostrom 

Alternates: Peter Guillette and Sheridan T. Brown 

Selectmen Representative:  Constance Jones 

Clerk: Martha Norris 

Zoning Board of Adjustment  
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Building Inspector’s Report 

74 building permits were issued for the calendar year 2014 as follows: 

 New Home—8  

 Garage—10 

Shed—3 

Accessory Structure—6 

Deck/Porch—5 

Addition—1 

Commercial—5 

Remodels/Other—36 

 

There was a slight decrease in issued permits over the same period last year (78 permits). 

Well over 100 inspections were conducted.  Property owners are reminded that all building 

permits must be displayed and made available for required inspections. 

 

Also, street # signs for homes should be prominently displayed and observable from the 

road, at a minimum for safety purposes as well to facilitate the required inspections. 

 

Please contact me at the Town Office (863-6021) or at home (863-5863) with any questions 

or comments. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Roger Woodworth 

Building Inspector 

 



 

Town of Grantham—2014 Annual Report  22

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

 
2014 is fast nearing an end and I am pleased to report that once again the 

Town of Grantham and our residents have not fallen victim to the type of crimes 
and tragic events that we read about in the papers on a daily basis. Having a safe 
community is not attributed to its Police Department alone, rather it is a combined 
effort with citizens watching out for each other and reporting unusual or 
suspicious activity. It is this relationship that makes Grantham the community it is, 
and I wish to thank each and everyone for their cooperation and support.  

                        
The Grantham Police Department and the Grantham School District, through the NH 
Department of Safety, Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, have 
applied for and been awarded grant funding for a School Emergency Notification System 
Project; COPsync911. COPsync911 is a "Real Time Threat Alert and Direct Connection" 
between schools and law enforcement officers designed to dramatically reduce response 
time in the event of an incident and provide real time situational updates directly to the 
responding officers. I am sure we can all agree that this is a proactive measure we hope to 
never have to rely on. 
 
Once again the Town of Grantham lost a Police Officer to another department as Officer 
Titorenko resigned April 2nd to join the Newport NH Police Department. Subsequent to 
accepting applications, testing, and background investigations, a successful applicant was 
hired on November 10th. Please welcome Officer Travis Soucy, who will be attending the 
Full Time NH Police Academy beginning January 5th.   
                           
The Grantham Police Department handled over 2,000 calls in 2014 and again this year, it 
was our motor vehicle activity numbers that paid the price of short staffing, although we 
have surpassed last year’s numbers.  
 
The D.A.R.E. program at the Grantham Village School graduated 26 fifth graders this 
year. The Grantham Police Department participated in two National Drug Take Back 
events on April 26

th
, and September 27

th
.  These are two very beneficial programs, which 

we intend to continue to provide for our children and community.   
 
Old Home Day and Halloween are two events where the Police Department, along with 
the Fire Department, is out in force to assure the safety of everyone participating. Once 
again, this year’s events were without incident. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Walter A. Madore Sr. 
Chief of Police 
   

 

Resident, Fred Parsons donates a 

photo he took looking down onto 

Stocker Pond. 
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Grantham’s Emergency Medical Service is an all-volunteer, non-transport agency of state certified medical personnel 

(Emergency Medical Technician’s—EMT) who serve the town of Grantham and exist and function as part of the     

Grantham Volunteer Fire Department. 

 

Call Statistics: 

The Grantham EMS responded to 61 “911” emergency calls in 2014.  The following is a general break down of those 

calls and the comparison with the previous year. 

 

 Type of call:                       2014   2013    

MVA               13        15 

Trauma – Fall               8        13 

Trauma – Other               3          3 

Medical – Cardiac / Chest Pain           11        12 

Medical – Stroke / CVA / Seizure            2          3 

Medical – Breathing difficulty             2          4 

Medical – Other            12         31 

Substance abuse + Psychological            0          3 

Fire support and CO alarm             0          3 

Medical Alarms and Lift Assists             9          6 

Mutual Aid to other towns             1          0 

Other                            0          3 

 

Membership and Certification Level: 

Our membership and squad officers are as follows: 

Stuart Gillespie  EMT-Intermediate, Coordinator        

Jeff Figley—EMT-Intermediate, Assistant Coordinator 

Lori Avery—EMT 

Jane Chipman—EMT-Intermediate 

Bruce Chipman—Advanced EMT 

Jill Davis—EMT-Paramedic 

Susan Figley—EMT-Intermediate 

Erin Hammond—EMT-Intermediate 

Ian Gill—Advanced EMT 

Cory Howarth—In training for EMT 

 

 

Emergency Medical Services Report 
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Grantham EMS is an active participant in the Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee EMS Region and the New London EMS district 

C-5.  Our Medical Resource Hospital  for providing Medical Control is New London Hospital and our primary patient 

transport agency is New London Ambulance Service. 

 

If you have any interest joining or learning about the squad, we are always looking for new volunteers.  Please feel free 

to speak to one of the members, visit our new web site, which you can reach through the town’s site http://

www.granthamnh.net/, and e-mail one of us, or just stop by at one of our monthly meetings.  These are held on the 2rd 

Monday of each Month at 6:30pm. 

 

We as a squad would like to thank the people of Grantham and our town officials for their continued support and wish 

you all a safe and healthy year to come. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Stuart Gillespie 

Coordinator 

 

 

http://www.granthamnh.net/
http://www.granthamnh.net/
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Grantham Fire Department 
 

It’s has been another great year for the Grantham Fire Department.  For the second year in a 

row there is snow on the ground as I write this.  Once again we hosted the annual Fire 

Department Open House and Health Fair this year, and again it was another great turn out.  

Our annual Neighbors helping Neighbors was another great success, when Corporal Bruce 

King left the event we had already filled three large construction bags of toys for him to bring 

back and we continue to collect right up until Christmas. The fire department association 

again held our annual chicken barbeque at the Old Home Day and again we sold out.  We hope to see you all at our 

upcoming events in 2015.  As in past years the total number of fire department members has changed again, we have lost 

a few members, however this year we have and a few more members.  We currently have 16 members who have varying 

experience levels.  The department currently responds to emergencies with our 2000 Pierce Pumper, 2008 HME Pumper, 

2002 Water Master Tanker, 1993 Ford Utility and 2015 Ford F250. 

For the 2014 calendar year up to the point this letter was written the Grantham Fire Department has responded to a total of 

89 calls for service.   The following is the breakdown of major incident types for the 2014 calendar year: 

6 Fires 

21 Vehicle Accidents 

11 False Alarms, Unintentional Activation 

19 Service Calls 

7 Medical Assists 

8 Carbon Monoxide, Smoke or Odor calls 

7 Hazardous Condition 

10 Electrical/Power Line 

 

As you can see the majority of our calls are for false alarms, service calls and vehicle accidents, these are a combination of 

different individual incident types.  

 

Along with responding to the 911 calls, our Deputy Forestry Wardens have given out hundreds of permits for brush fire 

and seasonal camp fires. 

 

I am happy to say that we have a great group of men and women at the fire department who are always ready to respond 

to emergencies and are eager to train. However, we are always looking for new members to join the department. If you 

have ever considered volunteering to help your community, the Fire Department could be what you are looking for.  

While our firefighters are paid on calls and some training, the largest portion of our work around the station is done on a 

volunteer basis.  We are always looking for new members to join the department and experience is not required.  Even if 

you don’t wish to respond to emergency calls, we can always find something within your skill set to assist the department. 

 

If you are interested in joining the Fire Department please feel free to stop by the station and talk with a member. Our 

monthly meeting night is the first Tuesday of every month or you may also call the department at 863-5710.   

 

I would personally like to thank all the members of the Fire Department and FAST squad for their commitment and 

dedication to the Grantham Community.  These members donated many hours of their time over the last year and it is 

greatly appreciated.    

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Jay Fountain 

Fire Chief 
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Report of Forest Fire Warden and State Forest Ranger 

 

Your local Forest Fire Warden, Fire Department, and the State of New Hampshire Division of Forests & Lands, work collaboratively 

to reduce the risk and frequency of wildland fires in New Hampshire.  To help us assist you, please contact your local Forest Fire 

Warden or Fire Department to determine if a permit is required before doing ANY outside burning. Under State law (RSA 227-L:17) 

a fire permit is required for all outside burning, unless the ground is completely covered with snow. The New Hampshire Department 

of Environmental Services also prohibits the open burning of household waste. Citizens are encouraged to contact the local fire de-

partment or DES at 603-271-1370 or www.des.state.nh.us for more information.  Safe open burning requires diligence and responsi-

bility.  Help us to protect New Hampshire’s forest resources.  For more information please contact the Division of Forests & Lands 

at (603) 271-2214, or online at www.nhdfl.org.  

 

This past fire season started in early April with the first reported fire on April 7th.  April, which is the traditional start to our spring 

fire season, began very dry with unseasonably dry conditions continuing through the entire month.  This dry pattern continued 

through the first half of May.  80% of our reported fires this season occurred during this six week period.  The largest fire was 24 

acres, occurring in the town of Tamworth.  From mid May through early September, above average rainfall kept our total acreage 

burned statewide at 72 acres.  This is the smallest amount of acreage burned statewide in several years.  Late August through late 

September though brought a dry trend to northern areas, resulting in several deep-burning remote fires. Our fire danger days correlat-

ed well with the days that there were fires actually reported.  The statewide system of 16 fire lookout towers continues to operate on 

Class III or higher fire danger days.  Our fire lookouts are credited with keeping most fires small and saving several structures due to 

their quick and accurate spotting capabilities.  The towers fire spotting capability was supplemented by the NH Civil Air Patrol when 

the fire danger was especially high.  Many homes in New Hampshire are located in the wildland urban interface, which is the area 

where homes and flammable wildland fuels intermix.  Several of the fires during the 2014 season threatened structures, and a few 

structures were burned, a constant reminder that forest fires burn more than just trees.  Homeowners should take measures to prevent 

a wildland fire from spreading to their home.  Precautions include keeping your roof and gutters clear of leaves and pine needles, and 

maintaining adequate green space around your home free of flammable materials.  Additional information and homeowner recom-

mendations are available at www.firewise.org.  Please help Smokey Bear, your local fire department, and the state’s Forest Rangers 

by being fire wise and fire safe!  

2014 FIRE STATISTICS 

(All fires reported as of November 2014)  

(figures do not include fires under the jurisdiction of the White Mountain National Forest) 

COUNTY STATISTICS 
County Acres # of Fires 

Belknap 3.1 5 
Carroll 24 4 
Cheshire 6.8 7 
Coos 5.3 18 
Grafton 8.2 32 
Hillsborough 6.1 20 
Merrimack 15.5 11 
Rockingham 1.1 8 
Strafford 0.4 5 
Sullivan 1.5 2 

http://www.des.state.nh.us/
http://www.nhdfl.org/
http://www.firewise.org/
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CAUSES OF FIRES REPORTED  Total  Fires  Total Acres 

Arson  2    2014   112         72 

Debris  52    2013   182         144 

Campfire 10    2012   318         206 

Children  2    2011   125         42   

Smoking 5    2010   360         145 

Railroad 0      

Equipment 5 

Lightning  1  

Misc.* 35 (*Misc.: power lines, fireworks, electric fences, etc.) 

 

 

ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT WILDLAND FIRE 
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The Town of Grantham Fire Department is a member of the Midwestern New Hampshire Regional Hazardous Materials 

Mutual Aid District, a group of fourteen cities and towns in the western part of New Hampshire that works together to 

prefer for and respond to hazardous materials emergencies. Member communities of the district are Lebanon, Hanover, 

Lyme, Springfield, Sutton, Newport, New London, Newbury, Enfield, Plainfield, Sunapee, Meriden, Claremont and 

Grantham. The New Hampshire National Guard Civil Support Team is also a member of the district.  

The district is a member of the New Hampshire Hazardous Materials Collaborative, which represents all of the hazmat 

districts in the state as well as state agencies and the National Guard that meets periodicallyfor training and planning. 

Through state and federal grants the district has purchased sophisticated chemical monitoring and identifying meters and 

computers as well as vehicles and equipment for responding to hazmat incidents. New state of the art metering equip-

ment was acquired by the district in 2014. Companies that manufacture or store hazardous materials are required to file 

annual chemical inventory reports to the state and this information is the basis for a chemical database of hazardous ma-

terials in the area that is used for preplanning and in the event of an emergency.  

Representatives from each of the cities and towns in the district meet monthly to train and review incidents and the latest 

information on hazardous material emergency planning. One of this year’s training sessions was a comprehensive over-

view and response procedures for the new compressed national gas trucks that travel on I89 on a daily basis. Following a 

railcar chemical incident in Canada, the state conducted railcar emergency response training that members of the Mid-

western District participated in. The members of the district participated in a spill and containment drill on one of the 

lakes in the district. Training was also conducted on responding to incidents at illegal drug labs that are appearing 

throughout the state. This year the New Hampshire Department of Safety sponsored a two day training conference for all 

of the state hazmat districts that brought in experts from throughout the region.  

When the threat of Ebola surfaced during 2014, the leaders of the Midwestern Hazmat District worked together with the 

hospitals, Department of Public Safety, Homeland Security & Emergency Management and Bureau of Emergency Medi-

cal Services, the Department of Health and Human Services, the public health regions and the cities and towns through-

out the district to ensure that procedures were in place, personal protective equipment was available and responder train-

ing was done.  Although there were no cases of Ebola in New Hampshire, the work that was done in the planning and 

preparation demonstrated that the hazmat district is a valuable coordination and planning resource to the communities for 

emergencies resulting from other threats to the communities and not just chemical hazard emergencies.   

Additional information on the district can be found on the district’s website www.midwesthazmat.org Midwestern New 

Hampshire Regional Hazardous Materials Mutual Aid District Officers. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Chair: Assistant Chief Jeff Libbey, Lebanon Fire Department 

Vice Chair: Chief Dan Ruggles, Sunapee Fire Department 

Secretary: Wayne Whitford, Newbury Fire Department 

Treasurer: Chief Thomas, Newbury Fire Department 

Midwestern New Hampshire Regional Hazardous Materials Mutual Aid District 

http://www.midwesthazmat.org
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2014 did not bring any declared emergencies to Grantham, however Grantham Emergency Management stayed busy.  Activities 

have included; monitoring the Ebola threat, participation with the Upper Valley Regional Coordinating Council to plan for pan-

demic and other regional emergencies, participation with the Upper Valley Adaptation Workgroup to better understand resilience 

to climate changes.  Further I participated in training for Emergency Planning for Schools and hosted a training for WebEOC for 

local and regional officials.  WebEOC is the state’s internet based emergency management software. 

During 2014 Grantham Emergency Management did receive a FEMA Emergency Management Preparedness Grant for the revision 

of the town’s Emergency Operations Plan.  Work will begin early in 2015 with the town departments on this update.   This year 

the sections of the Grantham Hazard Mitigation plan had to be updated to meet new requirements.  The HazMit plan was resub-

mitted and as of the end of November 2014, its approval is still pending. 

I continue to encourage the residents of Grantham to be prepared for emergencies or disasters. For Family Emergency Planning 

information visit  www.readynh .gov /emergency-plan/   If you are interested in helping with Emergency Management or have 

questions about emergency planning for yourself or your family please contact me at 603-759-9390.  During an emergency there 

are many activities to be completed,  so whatever your skill set, you can help. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Beckley 

Emergency Management Director 

  

 

North Branch of the Sugar River 

Selectman Ken Story receives fire extinguisher training  

during our annual Flu Shot and Health and Safety on 

October 11, 2014.   

~Photos courtesy of David Beckley~ 

Emergency Management Report 
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I think we can all agree that the winter of 2013-2014 was a doozy! We had continuous storms 

that seem to take place on weekends for the most part. For that I need to thank Brian Hastings 

and Glenn Carey for their long hours of plowing fun. 

 

We had a busy summer as well. We prepped and paved Walker Road and Learning Drive, the 

entrance of Rumbrook Road and a section of Dunbar Hill Road.  Miller Pond Road received 

180 feet of underdrain and an additional 900 feet of fabric and gravel. Smith Hastings Road 

receive the same. Our fingers are crossed that this will help during mud season. Most of our 

dirt roads were ditched. All were grated, raked and received routine summer maintenance. 

 

We expanded the entire infield of the Grantham Recreational Field as well as aerated and fer-

tilized the fields twice. 

 

I want to thank Tom Bircher for his help this summer; he was a tremendous help whether he 

was running a shovel or a piece of equipment. I look forward to working with him again this 

summer. 

 

I would also like to thank the townspeople, Select-

men and other departments for their support and 

assistance throughout the year. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Jeff Hastings, Road Agent 

Highway Department  

Road Agent Report 
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Transfer Station Report 
Here we are with another year in the history book, and quite the year it was.  As you can see, with the comparison of 

July 1 2012 to June 30 2013 and July 1 2013 to June 30 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 *T= Tons    R= Revenue    E=Expense 

Unfortunately, there was a big increase in the amount of waste this past fiscal year and only a very small increase in 

recycling.   The increase in waste was 74.43 tons more than the prior fiscal year, meanwhile though, the increase in  

recycling was only 3 tons, that is not the direction we should be going.  As a town we need to do better, there is a lot of 

material going into the trash that could be recycled.  I understand it is easier to just throw it in one bin, but this is more 

expensive and a waste.  I have looked into the zero sort recycling, but unfortunately that would increase our expenses 

and decrease any revenue, and there is no guarantee it would increase our recycling.  Although I do not have the       

answer, I believe we can all work together to increase our recycling efforts. 

We held a successful hazardous waste day this past July.  The roof over the compactor is working well, by keeping 

snow and water from getting into the hopper. 

In closing, have a great New Year and we will see you at Mount Trashmore, but remember it costs less to recycle than it 

does to throw it in the trash. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christopher C. Scott, Supervisor 

Buddy Sweeney, Ron Fowler and F. Robert Osgood—Attendants 

 2012-2013 2013-2014 

MSW (Trash) 918.38 T 952.80 T 

C & D  281.51 T 321.52 T 

Total Waste T & E 1199.89 T; $101,978.65 E 1274.32 T; $109,617.06 E 

Aluminum 3.27 T; $3,012 R 2.68 T; $2,483.74 R 

Metal 43.78 T; $8,798.72 R 51.36 T; $10,541.95 R 

Tin Cans 7.03 T; $833.08 R 6.17 T; $854.33 R 

Cardboard 42.12 T; $3,893.30 R 57.58 T; $6,274.80 R 

Glass 87.72 T; $2,017.56 E 80.41 T; $1,849.43 E 

Paper 128.64 T; $5,349.75 R; $6,500 E 118.02 T; $4,128 R; $6,600 E 

Plastic 33.04 T; $578.61 E 31.2 T; $713.56 E 

Electronic Waste 11.54 T; $3,088.82 E 13.787 T; $5,048.39 E 

Tires 19.4 T; $2,231 E 18.36 T; $1,992.05 E 

Total Recycling* 376.54 T; $21,887.60 R; $14,415.99 E 379.57 T; $24,282.82 R; $16,575.78 E 

Tickets Collected $14,865 $19,345 

Recycling Percentage 24% 23% 

 * T = Tons; R = Revenue; E = Expense  
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Grantham Athletics Report 

 

It has been a busy year for the department and after 7 years as Athletic Director, I can say that the program participation 

has grown.   

The spring season of baseball and softball was successful with 6 baseball teams from T-ball to the Majors level (grades K-

6) and a softball team at the 3/4 level.   The baseball teams participated once more with the Kearsarge Valley Cal Ripken 

League which is comprised of towns south of Grantham. The softball team used the back field at the recreation park and 

played against Lebanon teams. 

Summer months brought in the adult softball league using the larger baseball field on Saturdays and an adult soccer group 

shared the outfield on Sundays.  Both groups are going strong and are a welcomed addition for using the recreation park. 

A Pre-kindergarten group also utilized the space for soccer and 

didn’t want their season to end! 

Fall months brought in the regular soccer season for all grades K-6.  

Grades 3-6 participated in games with the Merrimack Valley 

Soccer League out of the Henniker area but are comprised of 108 

teams, grades 3-8.  These teams are as far east as Loudon and south 

to Bradford.  It is a well organized group and gives the players a great experience.  The 5/6 grade boys team won first 

place!  

Winter months brings the sports of basketball and cheerleading.  There are three competitive teams of basketball, 2 non 

competitive (grades K-2) and a cheerleading group. Games are held on Saturdays and encompass area towns south of 

Grantham.  This year, the league is choosing to have the teams participate in a Round Robin of games at the end of the 

season, promoting the ideals of fun and sportsmanship this department hopes to instill it its participants for all programs. 

Taekwondo is a great asset to the Athletic Department and is at full capacity for each of the three sessions offered.   

Students of TKD learn to break boards, motions and more under the instruction of Stephen Hopkins of Grantham. 

It is hard to describe the dedication needed by parents to support the programs this department offers.  From coaching, 

assistant coaching, officiating, lining fields, maintaining equipment and transporting their children, the greatest resource 

this department has are its parents.  This report goes out to all of these great parents and the incredible time they have 

spent to support the programs offered.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Marsha Googins 

Athletic Director 

 

 

Lining the field for soccer 

Pre Kinder Soccer 
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It is an honor to be a member of the Dunbar Free Library’s Board of Trustees. I have the pleasure of working with the 

outstanding staff and generous volunteers who make our library a vibrant and essential community resource. More im-

portant, I am encouraged by the unwavering support of the people of Grantham, whose continued generosity allows the 

Dunbar Free Library to provide superb resources for education, entertainment, and lifelong learning to all the residents of 

our great town.  

 

As I look back on the important moments and events of the library this past year I am reminded that I am really looking 

forward. This was no more obvious than the 80th birthday celebration held for our library assistant, Joey B. Holmes. In 

lieu of gifts, Joey challenged us all to donate a dollar for every year we’ve known her, and her many friends and family 

rose to the challenge raising $7,000 towards our future expansion. More recently we celebrated the release of Vermont 

resident Archer Mayor’s 25th book in the popular Joe Gunther series. Of course, none of this would be possible without 

the dedication of our volunteer Fundraising Committee led by Lorie McClory and Wendi Grant. The assistance of this 

wonderful group has moved our library leaps and bounds closer to its goal. Please consider making a tax-deductible do-

nation to the library’s expansion fund, and be sure to watch for a beer tasting event this winter! 

 

While many items were added to the collection this year, something else went 

noticeably missing. Autumn brought a flurry of excitement as Andy Gelston and 

Tom Ten Haken carefully dismantled the house next door to the Dunbar Free Li-

brary to make way for our new expansion. As much of the building as possible 

was salvaged, with funds from the sale of goods benefitting the library’s expan-

sion fund. The efforts of many have been involved in helping the Dunbar Free 

Library privately fundraise more than $400,000 towards our expansion, but none 

more so than the generous support of the Friends of the Dunbar Free Library.  

 

Chaired by Susan Wren, our Friends group is responsible for several of the numerous resources that make our library 

outstanding. The group provides free passes to area museums and attractions, has long sponsored the highly successful 

Summer Reading Program, brings us the Book Page monthly book review, and much more. Thanks to the Friends’ re-

markable leadership and generous local support, they provided additional funding to the library’s future expansion with a 

donation of $40,000. Please consider a contribution to help the excellent work of the Friends of the Dunbar Free Library 

continue to enrich our town.  

 

The Dunbar Free Library’s amazing staff (Dawn, Joey, Terri, Bobbi, Karen, and Andy) and plethora of volunteers work 

dutifully to make the library a valuable and welcoming resource to all who pass through its doors. In the fifteen years 

since our last renovation, the population of the town has increased and circulation has doubled, causing crammed shelv-

ing, overcrowding, and severely limiting event capabilities, particularly in the children’s area. Much of the work prepar-

ing for an addition has already been completed using privately raised funds, but we need your help to complete this pro-

ject. We encourage you to approve the library’s bond request this March and offer your continued support of the li-

brary’s much-needed resources and services. If you are interested in learning more, please stop by the library and speak 

to our director, Dawn Huston, about our current needs and future plans. With your help, together we can look forward to 

many more years of exemplary service.  

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

Katrina McCurley 

Chair, Dunbar Free Library Trustees 

Dunbar Free Library Trustees Report 
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The Friends of Dunbar Free Library donate $10,000 

of their $40,000 pledge to the expansion fund. 
 

Andy and Tom working to take down the house 

next door, another fundraiser for the expansion.

 

Dunbar Free Library 
 Hours: Mon & Wed 9 a.m.-7:30 p.m. 

Thurs. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m.-Noon; Sat. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Dawn Huston, Joey Holmes, Bobbi Travis, Terri Heepe, Karen Goldstein, and Andy Gelston 

 

In FY ’14, the library was wonderful, and wonderfully busy!  At any given time we had more than 3000 items 

checked out from the library.  For the whole year, you (2074 of you library card holders) borrowed 53,188 times 

from us, 1234 times from other libraries, and downloaded ebooks and e-audiobooks 3808 times (that’s an 

increase of more than 680 from last year) for a grand total of 56,996 circulations!  The items you borrowed 

included books, magazines, audiobooks, movies, music, puzzles, games, museum passes, and the odd piece of 

equipment.   

Programs:  You came through our doors at least 32,747 times, and attended 141 programs that we held at 4 

different venues for a total audience of 3155 children and adults.  The Summer reading program included a 

Lego evening, cartoon instruction for the tweens, stories and crafts galore about “digging deep” from the 

London Underground (the “tube”) to stalactites hanging from the ceiling and all ending with a Sing-along and 

ice cream social with perennial favorite Steve Blunt.  There were adult programs in the summer as well, Teddy 

Roosevelt spoke to us through our own Dwight Wilder, the North Country Chordsmen sang to us, Jane Rice 

told us about NH flyer Bob Fogg (we’ve got the book if you missed that program!)  These programs were 

sponsored by the Friends of Dunbar Free Library (who also sponsored and many of the summer reading events) 

in partnership with ECA.  In the summer and fall we also had a series of somewhat serious grown-up programs:  

Dr. Mark Nunlist and Cappy Nunlist, Esquire spoke about end of life decision making or What you Really want 

Your loved ones to know that you WANT.  Do you have a will and an advance directive, someone to make 

financial decisions and health decisions?  That was followed by information on the Affordable Care Act in 

October, and Social Security consultant Ken Barron.  December brought a holiday celebration co-sponsored 

with the Friends and ECA that is fast becoming a tradition.  As far as the rest of the year was concerned, there 

were TONS of story-times, Hallowe’en trick-or-treating at the library where part of the treat was that every 

child and a fair number of adults got a book to take with their candy, occasional “maker-spaces” (for example 

there were some really cool “star wars” snowflakes in January) and a Fancy Nancy “Tea” in May which was the 

product of another community partnership, this time with “FUN”(“Our Town”).  This partnership also produced 

the celebration of Dr. Seuss in March which has taken place on and off for several years now.  One last 

partnership: the Grantham Village School brought the whole school in a series of 14 visits over 3 weeks to visit 

us, I was a mystery reader once at a GVS event, and we held our opening event for this summer’s summer 

reading program of “Fizz Boom Read” there!  Might have missed a few of our events, but I do have to mention  
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over 3 weeks to visit us, I was a mystery reader once at a GVS event, and we held our opening event for this 

summer’s summer reading program of “Fizz Boom Read” there!  Might have missed a few of our events , but 

I do have to mention one more:  among the fundraisers that have taken place since August ’13, there was a 

series of classes for youth on decorating gingerbread, and the end product was a gingerbread model of Dunbar 

Free Library, with real green frosting.  This became an object for bids, (proceeds to go to the Expansion 

Fund).  Well, the holder of the winning bid decided to donate the house BACK to the library, in conjunction 

with a gingerbread house story time, so we read “Hansel and Gretel” and after the witch was pushed into the 

fire all the attendees ate the house!  It was great fun smashing it! 

Collection:  We have over 25000 items in the collection.  That includes 80 magazine titles, 11 museum 

passes, 1911 audios, 2346 videos, 21041 books, 44 games, 112 puzzles, and 14 various devices we lend. 

 

 Item type             # items    #circulations 

Adult fiction (mystery, sci-fi/fantasy…) 5,101 9,378 

Adult non-fiction (travel, parenting, 

bio…) 

4,140 3,627 

Children’s fiction 7,122 15,548 

Children’s non-fiction 3,437 2,783 

Teen fiction 671 1,345 

Teen non-fiction 128 44 

Videos (Movies, Documentaries, TV 

series)  

1,393 6,505 

Children’s videos 953 3,749 

Audios 1,285 2,934 

Children’s audios 407 945 

Magazines (items counts each copy) 1,100 2,229 

Downloadable audios (as of Dec ’13)  1,357 

Downloadable eBooks 15,668 2,541 

   

 

 
The jug on the counter has netted at 

least $1400 since it was placed there 

for the expansion fund. 

 

Working:  The library was open for business 1791 hours in FY ’14 and there were at least 2 staff almost 

every one of them.  We welcomed Karen Goldstein, who took over from Lisette Scott as Children’s and 

Programming Assistant.  In addition to the paid staff, VOLUNTEERS make the library work.  Whether they 

volunteered at the circulation desk, shelved, prepared items so they could be checked out or cleaned/mended 

those that had been out, the 1881 hours our volunteers put in at the library were invaluable.  Those were just 

the ones who signed in!  Then there were the committee members who helped steer our expansion effort, first 

with planning, then with fundraising.  And the trustees:  outgoing Susan Mellow, incoming Sara Lang, and 

continuing Ed Jenik, Wendi Grant, and Katrina McCurley certainly do more than just come to meetings.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Dawn Huston, Library Director
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DFL as a gingerbread house (we ate it!)   

   
 

Tweens’ cartooning workshop 

    
Some of our Trick-or-treaters.    Some of our Trick-or-treaters picking books! 
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“Our Town” Activities Department 
 

How “berry” excited I am to tell you how great this year turned out to be!  I am having an amazing time being 

the Activities Director for the Town of Grantham. Since the first of the year I have done a lot of planning for 

events both new and old. This is a bit of a look into what a great time we have had in town: 

 

Feb 3rd –Tiki Trek - With amazing dedication from BMSD they cleared the very snowy Grantham Park and 

Recreation Field and had a bonfire with hot cocoa and cookies. All week it had been miserably cold so our turn 

out was not what we had hoped for. We had a total of about 25 people come and enjoy the winter wonderland 

that had been created. 

 

Feb. 22nd – Mac and Cheese Contest - I entered the David’s House Mac and Cheese Contest, at The Center at 

Eastman, 20 + contestants. My dish consisted of Parmesan and cheddar cheeses (6lbs donated by Cabot) toma-

to and thyme which added a great twist to this comforting classic. I found this a great way to show the many 

sides of what Activities can do in the town, I displayed upcoming events and actually had 3 Eastman residents 

join me at the walking program a few times who had no idea of that option in town. 

 

Feb 24 – Walking Program - We started The Walking Program with an average of 50+ children each morn-

ing, along with a few older community members. Participation never fell below 46 children and had a high of 

72!  This is a great way to be active during the really cold months. 

 

March 9 – Read Across America - We said Happy Birthday to Dr. Seuss with The Dunbar Free Library dur-

ing Read across America week. A total of 28 children and their parents help to collect birthday themed non - 

perishable items. Also we made Cat in the Hat skewers with Strawberries and marshmallows and Cat in the 

Hat masks.  As Karen Goldstein read Seuss stories to the children, always a huge hit in town. 

 

April 11th _   Kathy Parsonnet from Tip Top Artist - The artist came to Grantham and made “Fraglets” 

which are magnetic art collages, and children left with a print framed for $15 and the magnets as a bonus. We 

had 25 participants join in the fun.  It is great to bring the arts to town. 

 

April 19th – Egg hunt - The Bunny was really hopping this year! We set up in the GVS gym and Cafeteria as 

the fields were still to damp with snow. We had 3000 new Easter eggs and Sugar River Bank filled them for us 

with candy and toys we provided. This year it was during Spring Vacation. 

 

May 9th – Fancy Nancy - Along with the Dunbar Free Library we had a great time at Fancy Nancy Mother 

Daughter story and crafts brought. 54 Mothers and Daughters came to this event. It was fancy free and we had 

a blast! The girls came dress up and everything was pink! 

 

May 10th - Mother and Son Magic Show and Pasta Dinner - This year was magical, 78 people attended and 

we had a new photographer and she was amazing. We had pretzel stick magic wands dipped in white chocolate 

as the centerpieces and the pasta was a huge success for bellies and my budget! We charged $30 a couple and 

$10 each additional son. 
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May 31 - Town Wide Yard Sale - Wow is all I can say about this event! We passed out 137 maps by 11 am 

and it was also posted on our website. Inside the town hall I had 17 tables and 26 stops all across town. A few 

girls held a bake sale for to support the new addition of the library and they sold out.  The weather was beauti-

ful all day. 

 

 

June 7 - Father Daughter Dance - We had a DJ, desserts and dancing. Frozen seemed like the perfect theme 

this year. The girls made their fathers a boutonniere from fresh flowers. 74 people attended all dressed up and 

having a ball. So maybe it started out a bit wet but the sun came out eventually! 

 

 

July 4 - Old Home Day - Rain, Rain didn’t go away but the show went on anyway! The parade was wet but 

patriotic. Continuing at the Grantham Park and Recreation Field the Grantham Fire Department sold their fa-

mous chicken dinners and Blue Mountain Snow Dusters made hamburgers and French fries. We hired a jug-

gler - Bryson Lang and mime - Chris Yerling, which were watched under one of our three tents. The Berg 

Family once again wowed us with their “old time” gaming skills. 

 

 

Picking Blueberries - Late July – August - I was “berry” lucky to have over 12 “blue crew” helpers to help 

us be so successful with our picking this year.  I was able to sell over 60 pints to Farmers Table and over 100 

pints to Rumbrook Market.  I am very thank full for all their help! 

We were even able to freeze some berries and made blueberry syrup 

to be served at Breakfast with Santa. 

 

 

 

Music in the Meadow – July – August - Hot dogs, pickles on a 

stick and ice cream were served during each concert.  The Flames 

performed for us the first week with 65 people attending.  Jim Hollis 

performed the second week and even though a thunder storm rolled 

in 55 people still braved the weather and enjoyed the music.  Melis-

sa Durkee and the Men in Black Band performed the third week 

with 72 people attending.  The superb weather helped attendance!  

The last two weeks were changed to include children performances. 

We hired a magician/comedian to perform and 70 adults/children 

attended. To end the summer, we hired performers, Steve, Marty & 

Joey and they did a fantastic job and 93 adults/children attended this 

performance!  It was exciting to see the amount of people and how 

much the new pavilion just made the atmosphere so much more en-

joyable! 

 

 

 

September 14 – The Children’s Museum of NH – Upcycling - Together with the Transfer Station and Dun-

bar Free Library at the Town Hall… Children were able to use recyclables in an upcycling kinds of way. From 

making necklaces out of scrap paper to making robots with toilet paper rolls and other supplies. 

 

 

 

 



 

Town of Grantham—2014 Annual Report  43 

 

September 26 – Scarecrows - The calls started coming into the Town Hall before the end of Septmeber! 

This year I did things a little more community friendly, and offered the scarecrows to businesses for $75 each 

and town residents for $40 and $25 if they bring back scarecrow skeleton next year to be rehabilitated. I had a 

lot of inquiries from people and feel it a great fundraiser for Activities! All the proceeds to go future activi-

ties!  Some new scarecrow this year were Allways Moving, Tresk Painting, Blue Mountain Kennels, Gilson 

Maintenance, Legacy Landscaping, Kearsage Magazine just to name a few. Thank you everyone for helping 

to raise money for Grantham Activities Department. It means more then you could imagine. 

 

October 25 - Munchin’ Monster Mash - With the Athletics Department we added a dinner/dance event to 

this year’s Halloween festivities. The Athletics Department sold food in the café as we had the Halloween 

Dance going on in the Gymnasium. With having Jim Hollis DJ and still providing games and contests as in 

the past. The costumes were amazing and Wesley Johnson got Best overall with his bookworm costume. Hor-

ton’s Farm and Daisy Hill Farm provided Pumpkins to decorate and the party was a graveyard smash! 

 

October started our Cookie Classes with Missy Walla – Resident Missy 

Walla, and owner of One of a Kind Cookies, LLC provided monthly classes to 

children. Each month presenting a different themed creation. The classes are 

registration only and have 12 slot each. These classes have sold out within a 

few days of posting. October theme was Haunted Gingerbread houses, Novem-

ber was 3-D Turkeys, and December was the traditional Gingerbread House and snow globe cookies. Each 

class cost $10 and children left with priceless memories to last a lifetime. 

 

November 9 - Veteran’s Community Gathering - With special help from Bob Osgood I was able to spread 

the word about having a Veterans Gathering at the Town Hall. The Historical Society came and interviewed 

the Veterans and also had a forum with them all together. It is amazing the amount of Veteran’s we have liv-

ing and in memory in Grantham. The stories told were amazing to the listener but my most memorable quote 

was the Veteran who said” he hadn’t even thought about his service until today.” That made me eager to find 

more ways to help our community to become awareness of everyone 

who had served and that one day a year is far from enough to thank 

them for all they have done, did, and do for us. 

 

Grantham Snowmen - With help from Dave Kinne and Glenn Carey 

we were able to create wooden snowmen as another fundraiser for the 

Grantham Activities Department. We sold 17 snowmen to residents 

of Grantham.   

 

December 6 - Breakfast with Santa and Friends - The snow fell all 

night making this a perfect way to start our white Christmas celebra-

tion with Santa. We served pancake, sausage and juice. Dunkin Do-

nuts donated a lot of Munchkins and the Blue Mountain Snow Dust-

ers donated Hot Cocoa. We had Maple syrup from Daisy Hill Farm 

and also homemade blueberry syrup from our own Grantham Blueberries. 275 was the estimated number of 

friends that joined us to celebrate the start of the holidays. We auctioned off a snowman to benefit the Recrea-

tion Park and the Britton family were the lucky winners. Holly Jolly Santa and his elves (the Grantham Girl 

Scouts) passed out bells and a candy cane to each child.  
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December 6 - Gingerbread decorating and Christmas tree lighting - Later that day we enjoyed decorating 

Gingerbread men donated by Missy Walla and read a few holiday stories then Rosie Goldstein was chosen to 

light the Town Hall Christmas tree. We sang Jingle bells and she lite the tree, we had a great time as the rain 

stop just long enough for us to be outside.  

 

December 10 – Gingy the Gingerbread man - He started to travel through town, where he stops nobody 

knew. I always enjoy how the younger children get so excited to see him then they wonder where he goes. If 

only they knew how much work it is to make sure they don’t see him move.  

 

In closing, I want to thank all my volunteers for being such a terrific group of people even after all the crazi-

ness I throw at them, they never stop offering to volunteer. I am honored to live in such an amazing town and 

with wonderful friends to share it with.  

I need to especially thank my husband Owen for always guiding and supporting me and for always taking the 

breath for me that I forget to take. I am very lucky to have both you and Max. 

Also, I want to send a special thank you to all my co-workers for all the time you take out of your days to help 

me make all these events happen. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

Jamielynn Garland 

Activities Director 
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The Archives is housed in a two-room schoolhouse built in 1857.  It was big enough to hold all the stu-
dents of our town residents from 1969 to 1983. The Town Archives shares this building with the Grantham 
Historical Society. One room and the old vault (this building was once the Town Offices until 2005) is filled 
with the records of the town of Grantham, New Hampshire.  
 
What records are kept here…..the shelves are stocked with documents, and books of all sorts: ledgers, 
minutes of meetings, selectmen’s reports, non-restricted births, marriages and deaths, 1790 to 1940 Cen-
suses, (except 1890, explained below); treasurer’s books, town histories, photos illustrating town function-
ing, tax collector’s, auditor’s reports, zoning maps, school records, permits, plus more items used by a 
town’s governmental organization. Not all are complete records but the document collection increases 
every year as more retention requirements are made into law.  
 
The only census that has not survived is the 1890 census even though it was the first to use punchcards 
and an electrical tabulation system. Prior to 1890 the census’s papers were sent to the Washington DC 
with a copies kept in the county clerks’ offices.  Unfortunately this did not happen and in 1921 a fire and 
then water-damage destroyed all but a few of the papers from the 1890 census. 
 
Once again we are receiving many ancestor and genealogical information requests from individuals 
whose family members were born, married, lived, worked or died in Grantham. 
 
This year I have received six requests in a row for information about ancestors who were in Grantham be-
tween the 1700s and early 1800s.  I have utilized the restored town books that display the original entries.  
Even though the words were written in cursive letters, the individual entries are as difficult to decipher as 
the doctors’ handwriting today.   
 
My yearly request:  If you or anyone you know is cleaning out an 
attic, basement, storage bin, or even a house, please alert the 
Town Archivist. Many residents who were involved in town politics 
may still have records that could be used to relate ancestors with 
events and places. Family histories, old newspapers about Gran-
tham, or photos are treasures to history. Dates, places and rela-
tionships are so important. 
 
We should all be looking forward to the 250th Celebration of the 
Town of Grantham NH 1767  to 2017. You can visit the Archives at 
the Little Old School House on Dunbar Hill Road, Fridays 1-4 pm.  
 
Thank you,       

Rae Tober Volunteer Town Archivist 
 

Phone: 603-863-9701 granthamnharchives@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Town Archivist Report 
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The Grantham Conservation Commission (“GCC”) is an advisory board charged with encouraging “the proper utilization and protec-

tion of… natural… and watershed resources…” under authority granted to the Town by RSA 36-A:2.  The GCC fulfills this mission 

primarily by research and education, maintaining indexes of important lands and waters, making recommendations for the protection 

of natural resources to the Board of Selectmen (“BOS”) and Planning Board, and managing conservation lands purchased by the 

Town. 

 

2014 HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Brookside Park:  At the GCC’s request, the Selectmen approved the purchase of a six acre parcel for addition to Brookside Park us-

ing existing funds reserved for the acquisition of conservation lands.  Brookside Park—now 20 contiguous acres—features picnic 

tables and trails alongside Skinner Brook.  The Park is located approximately 1 mile north of the Exit 13 Park and Ride on Old Route 

10. 

 

Setting Conservation Priorities:  The Open Space Committee (“OSC”), created by the Selectmen in 2013 at the GCC’s recommenda-

tion, continued its work to update its indexes of open space and critical natural resources.  The OSC made significant progress this 

year in ranking the natural resource values of local lands.  This work will ensure that future conservation efforts and purchases con-

tinue to be well informed. 

 

Developing a Conservation Funding Strategy:  An important goal of Grantham’s Master Plan is “to protect and conserve Grantham’s 

natural and scenic resources… to uphold the health and function of these interconnected systems.”  Therefore, the GCC has been 

soliciting the advice of local land trusts and other conservation commissions to determine how the permanent protection of appropri-

ate undeveloped lands in Grantham might best be funded. 

 

While the GCC plans to aggressively pursue state, federal, and private funds, it is likely that some level of local financial support 

will still be necessary.   Programs such as New Hampshire’s Land and Community Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP) offer sig-

nificant financial support for land protection, but they also usually require a local match. 

 

In addition to more obvious benefits, land protection efforts hold down the cost of community services for local taxpayers.  Open 

space and working farms and forests in New Hampshire require on average only $0.56 in services for every $1 paid in taxes, while 

residential lands require an average of $1.12 in services.  (American Farmland Trust, Cost of Community Services Fact Sheet 

(Northampton, MA: Farmland Information Center, 2010)).  This is particularly important in Grantham, which has experienced some 

of the fastest residential growth in New Hampshire during the past several decades.   

 

Membership Changes:  GCC lost several key members in 2014 with the resignation of Lindsey Lefebvre, Joe Watts, and Connie 

Howard, who gave many great years of service to the GCC.  The task of replacing these members deepens our appreciation for them, 

but also opens our eyes to the wealth of talent residing right here in Grantham.  We are pleased that Laura Nagy, a conservation biol-

ogist and ecologist with broad experience, has recently joined the GCC. 

Conservation Commission Report 



 

Town of Grantham—2014 Annual Report  47 

2015 GOALS 

 

Improved Community Engagement:  Throughout the state, the members of conservation commissions, including the 

GCC, are aging (and eventually resigning).  If we are to preserve the rural character of our Town and its strong commu-

nity spirit, we must find ways to encourage the next generation of community and environmental stewards to appreciate 

what is here, to stay, and to be actively engaged in Town affairs.  To this end, the GCC will partner with the Recreation 

Department and other entities to host: 

 

 Bird walks, hikes, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, blackberry picking, and other family-friendly activities on 

Town conservation lands. 

 Presentations on conservation topics of interest for all ages, including a show or two featuring live wildlife.  

 

Make sure you don’t miss these fun events as they are scheduled by checking the Grantham Community Calendar 

regularly or signing up for email updates at the Town’s website, http://www.granthamnh.net/. 

 

Improved Access to Town Conservation and Recreation Lands:  In the coming year, the GCC also plans to develop trail 

maps and make them available online so that residents can more easily find and enjoy places like Grantham’s Town For-

est, Brookside Park, Sherwood Forest, and Class VI (unmaintained) roads for recreation.  We also plan to improve the 

Brookside Park trails themselves, including the addition of a bridge over Skinner Brook in the near future. 

 

Please Join Us! 

 

Your input and support are crucial to preserving Grantham’s important natural resources.  We hope you will please     

consider attending a GCC meeting (at Town Hall on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7 p.m.) or one of our other events 

in the coming year so we can hear from you.  If you might be interested in joining the GCC as one of its members (we 

currently have two vacancies), or helping in some other capacity, please let us know.  No specialized training is          

required—just an interest in furthering conservation efforts and keeping Grantham a special place. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sheridan Brown 

GCC Chairman  

October 2014 perambulation of the Grantham/Plainfield line.  From the 

left: David Wood, Renee Gustafson, Dick Hocker, and David Beckley 
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Last year was an eventful year for the historical society. Some gains to be sure, but also some losses. Like 

most small volunteer organizations, we remained true to our mission and made progress on a number of 

fronts; unfortunately, at the same time, we lost two valued board members whose presence and contribu-

tions will be sorely missed. 

 

Dr. Pat Andrews, who has served the society in various capacities – including board member, recording 

secretary and vice-president – relocated from the Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee region to Concord to be closer 

to family. Over the years, Pat shared her intelligence, talent and energy with the society in a variety of 

ways, including regular assistance with cataloging our growing collection, working with the town archi-

vist to coordinate access to resources, editing our quarterly newsletter, and perhaps most important of all, 

working with the Horton family heirs to inventory and catalog their extensive family collection of arti-

facts. Pat brought great focus to the society and we grew to count on her for many things. We wish her 

well in her lovely new home and will be in touch with her regularly. While she will continue to be in-

volved from afar, we will miss her direct involvement. 

 

Craig McArt also left the board last year. Although I’m pleased to say that he has neither left town nor the 

historical society, Craig has been a force in terms of bringing the society into the digital age with the scan-

ning of historic photographs, the organization of those images, and his efforts to popularize our considera-

ble collection of historic photos through such vehicles as the calendar and other digital presentations. I’m 

pleased to say that Craig will continue to work with the collection as a volunteer, but his monthly input in 

the organization and improvement of our group will be missed. We thank both Pat and Craig for their gen-

erosity. 

 

Pat’s departure left a number of voids in the society, but none felt more keenly than in her role as editor of 

our quarterly newsletter. We have identified at least one new volunteer to take over that responsibility and 

look forward to working with her to maintain the high level of quality we’ve all come to expect. 

 

The completion of our published history of the town is imminent. We have been in touch with a potential 

publisher, and the hope is to have the entire text ready for publication by the summer. We thank all our 

members and friends for their patience as we wrap-up this large and expansive project. 

 

Our programs last year included our annual meeting in May, which featured a potluck supper and presen-

tation by Dartmouth College professor Dr. Allen Koop of New London, New Hampshire. His talk, entitled 

“White Mountain Huts: The Past and Future,” covered the colorful history of the hut system in the White 

Mountains, its European origins, and a few of the characters who helped to create it. Although we did not 

have a fall program per se, we did host a holiday a capella performance in December by Aged To Perfec-

tion, a singing group with strong ties to Grantham. They sang a broad variety of compositions and regaled 

all present with their humor and flawless harmonies. As I said at the end of their performance, the down-

stairs room at Grantham Town Hall never sounded so good. 

Historical Society Report 
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The collections committee continues to receive donations of both documents and objects related to Gran-

tham history. We are always thankful for the thoughtfulness shown by people who have a connection to 

our town, whether or not they live here, and the trust they have in us to preserve and interpret these items. 

We thank all our generous donors. 

 

As always, I thank Secretary Christina McKahan, Treasurer Kathi Osgood, and board members Linda 

Bohrer, Rae Tober and Dwight Wilder. They continue to devote considerable attention to their roles as 

volunteers in service to our group; their time and engagement are invaluable. 

 

Please remember to visit our webpage (www.granthamhistoricalsociety.org) and our Facebook page, 

searchable by “Grantham Historical Society.” We continuously update the page with historic information, 

historic photos, and with notices of upcoming events, projects and volunteer opportunities. 

 

Finally, thanks to our membership for their abiding support of what we do. We always encourage new 

members to join; please contact any of us regarding our society, any questions you may have, and how 

you can get involved. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Kenneth Story 

President 

http://www.granthamhistoricalsociety.org/
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The Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission (UVLSRPC) has been providing professional planning assistance to 

municipal boards since 1963, when it was formed as the Upper Valley Development Council. The Commission is one of nine re-

gional planning commissions in New Hampshire created to coordinate inter-municipal planning, act as a liaison between local and 

state/federal agencies, and to provide advisory technical assistance on land use and development issues. The Commission serves 

27 communities in Grafton, Sullivan, and Merrimack County. 

 

In 2014, the Commission was engaged in more than 30 local, regional and statewide planning projects. The year was highlighted 

by the completion of the draft UVLSRPC Regional Plan (available online at regionalplan.uvlsrpc.org). The vision, goals, and strate-

gies presented in the plan are the result of the largest public outreach process ever undertaken by the UVLSRPC. Public input in-

cluded guidance from the UVLSRPC Regional Plan Advisory Committee, analysis of the 27 municipal master plans from the region’s 

communities, participation at special events around the region, meetings with municipal leaders, an online forum specific to the 

UVLSRPC region, and a telephone survey of residents of the region. While the UVLSRPC Regional Plan is advisory in nature, pur-

pose, and effect, the plan is intended to strengthen the decision-making capacity of local governments by providing information 

and guidance that can support municipal master plans and policies.  

 

The Commission also adopted the UVLSRPC Regional Broadband Plan in 2014. Broadband access remains a substantial challenge 

for both rural communities and businesses in our region. The Broadband Plan details the availability of (and gaps in) broadband 

services throughout our region, and identifies a series of strategies to achieve 20 Mbps Download/10 Mbps Upload speeds in all 

areas of our region by 2020. The Regional Broadband Plan is available online at www.uvlsrpc.or.  

 

Christine Frost, who had served as Executive Director of the UVLSRPC since 2007, departed to become the Executive Director of 

the North Country Council. Rachel Ruppel, the Commission’s GIS Coordinator since 2007, relocated to Bend, Oregon with her fami-

ly. Similarly, Yutian Zhang, the Commission’s Finance Manager since 2009, relocated to New Jersey with his family. We thank 

Christine, Rachel, and Yutian for all of their contributions to the Commission and wish them the best of luck in their new endeav-

ors! Nathan Miller, the Commission’s Planning Director, was promoted to Executive Director in March 2014. The Commission also 

welcomed Gregori Somoff as Finance Manager, Amber Boland as GIS Coordinator, and Meghan Butts as Assistant Planner.   

 

Please feel free to contact me at (603) 448-1680 or e-mail me at nmiller@uvlsrpc.or to share your thoughts. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Nathan Miller, AICP 

Executive Director  
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Has there ever been a time when you wanted to do something to help out in your community and didn’t know where to 

turn?   Have you wanted your contribution to assist people in your neighborhood and not some large organization that 

uses part of your gift to manage their service or is run by a committee that  can lose sight of the working man’s needs ? 

 Well, serving your community members in need has been the goal of the Grantham Community Crisis Fund for the last 

20 years. (yes, 20 years!)     With the generous donations from individuals, groups and non-profit organizations, we have 

been able to assist with food, fuel, emergency housing, summer programs and individual requests.   This assistance is 

specific to Grantham residents only and may not be used in any other manner. 

Do you have a crisis situation that has overwhelmed you?  Is there a financial solution that we can assist with to help ele-

vate your situation?  Any member of the Crisis Fund can discreetly meet and discuss with you what we can do for you.    

Interested in helping your fellow neighbor by donating to our organization?  We don’t have a large fund raising machine 

in place, but rely on the genuine gifts from our own neighbors.   Please contact one of our members or mail us at:    

 

Grantham Community Crisis Fund   

PO Box 1192 

Grantham, NH 03753 

 

Deborah Cheever              863-5946 

Cindy Towle   863-3156 

Andrew Mellow  863-1850 

Terry Dorr   863-4028 

Kris Widmann   863-1681 

Susan Wren   863-7355 

 

Tax ID # 02-048118 

 

 

“Neighbors Helping Neighbors” 

Grantham Community Crisis Fund Report 
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MVHI is a nonprofit public health organization serving the Upper Valley towns of Canaan, Dorchester, En-

field, Grafton, Grantham, Hanover, Lebanon, Lyme, Orange, Orford, Piermont, and Plainfield. Our goal is to 

protect and promote the health of our community.  

 

In 2014, appropriations from Grantham and nine other towns in the Upper Valley Region supported the Upper 

Valley Public Health Advisory Council, a regional collaborative working to leverage the diverse capabilities of 

our communities, health and human services providers, schools, and businesses to improve our regional re-

sponse to public health needs.  Over the course of the year, members developed the Upper Valley Agenda for 

Public Health, a set of regional priorities upon which to build collective action. We have launched an effort to 

provide evidence-based mental health training to school personnel and others working with youth; at the be-

hest of several town managers, we are exploring how to build crisis intervention capacity to assist towns; and 

we using multiple communication tools to bring non-traditional partners together. 

 

Also in 2014, MVHI contributed to regional efforts to increase the number of residents receiving flu vaccines. 

We disseminated information about free flu vaccines to the public.  We hosted four flu vaccine clinics in the 

region that provided 1,225 free flu vaccines to residents aged 10 and older. These clinics were held in Plain-

field, Enfield, and Orford. 

 

MVHI greatly appreciates the support we receive from Grantham and will continue to work hard to meet your 

needs in 2015. 
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Right to Know Law 
 

What is the “Right-to-Know” Law, RSA 91:A?  It is New Hampshire’s statute that emphasizes that the business of 

the Town is the public’s business.  It makes clear that, with very few exceptions, the public has access to Town 

records and meetings held in connection with Town Government. 

Who does it cover? All of us, whether we are elected officials, employees or volunteers serving on boards of the 

Town of Grantham. 

What does it cover?  It covers all “meetings”. A “meeting” occurs whenever a quorum of a Board, Committee or 

Subcommittee has supervision, control, jurisdiction or advisory power.  The law also requires that the business of 

a Board be conducted at a meeting, rather than by telephone, e-mail or private gathering of individuals. 

If it is a meeting, what does that mean?  A notice of the time and place must be posted at least 24 hours in advance 

(excluding Sundays and legal holidays) in at least two (2) public places.  The public is entitled to attend and may 

record or videotape the proceeding.  All votes, with the very few exceptions itemized below, must be taken in open 

session and not be secret ballot.  Minutes must be taken and made available to the public within 144 hours. 

When can we hold a nonpublic session?  Rarely.  The Right-to-Know Law lists certain limited situations, which 

allow a Board to go into nonpublic session.  Those situations are: Dismissal, promotion or setting compensation 

for public employees, RSA 91:A: 3, II (a).  Consideration of the hiring of a public employee, RSA 91:A: 3, II (b).  

Matters which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation of any person-however, this can-

not be used to protect a person who is a member of your board, committee or subcommittee, RSA 91-A: 3, II (c).  

Consideration of the purchase, sale or lease of real or personal property, RSA 91-A: 3, II (d).  Discussion of pend-

ing or threatened (in writing) litigation, RSA 91-A: 3, II (e). 

How do we go into nonpublic session?  A motion must be made which specifically identifies the statutory catego-

ry, which is the reason for going into nonpublic session, and then a roll call must be taken in which each member’s 

vote on the motion must be recorded. 

If we go into nonpublic session, what then?  Minutes must be taken just as you would in an open session.  Deci-

sions can be made in nonpublic session.  You must stick to the subject which was the reason for going into the 

nonpublic session; if there is need to discuss other matters which discussion would be covered by a different ex-

emption, you need to first come out of nonpublic session and then vote to go back in under that different excep-

tion. It is only in this way that a proper record can be prepared for public review.  The minutes from the nonpublic 

session must be made public within 72 hours unless two-thirds of the members, while in nonpublic session, deter-

mine that the divulgence of the information likely would adversely affect the reputation of any person other than a 

member of the Board, Committee or Subcommittee, or render the circumstances, the minutes may be withheld un-

til those circumstances no longer apply.  Action required to sequester.  

Which Public Records are accessible?  The public has access to all records held by the town except to the extent 

they may fall under one of the exemptions listed above. 

How quickly do the records need to be supplied?  If the requested record cannot conveniently be made available 

immediately, there is a deadline of five (5) business days for complying with the request.  If there is a question as 

to whether something is open to the public, what do I do?  Consult with the Selectmen and they will get advice 

from town counsel, if necessary. 
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In what format can the public demand that town records be produced?  Most records are available for photocopy-

ing, but the Right-to-Know Law also extends the right to obtain computer disks of material already in the town’s 

computers.  A reasonable charge can be made to cove the cost of providing the copies or disks.  In no case, howev-

er, does a member of the public have the right to demand that the town collect, search for, or arrange information 

that is not already pulled together for the town’s own purpose. 

 

This document is intended as a general outline of the “Right-to-Know” Law and is somewhat simplified for ease of 

use.  If you have any questions, please contact the Board of Selectmen. 

 

 

 

2015 TOWN MEETING RULES 

 

 Non-voters who are not officers of the town may be allowed to address the meeting only if the town votes to 

permit it. 

 

 ALL voters will direct their remarks to the moderator.  Whenever a voter wishes to speak, he or she will ad-

dress the moderator and identify him or herself. 

 

 Unless superseded by State law, reconsideration of a vote on any article should be brought up immediately 

after the vote has been declared.  A vote on the issuance of bonds or notes over $100,000 cannot be reconsid-

ered at the same meeting.  The town may also vote to restrict reconsideration of any other vote in the same 

manner. 

 

 The moderator will conduct a secret “yes-no” ballot vote when five voters make a written request prior to a 

voice or show hands vote on any article open for discussion. 

 

 Any ruling by the moderator can be challenged.  The moderator will conduct a  secret “yes-no” ballot when 

seven or more voters questions any non-ballot vote immediately after the vote is declared, and before any other 

business is conducted. 

 

 All proposed amendments to articles will be submitted in writing to the moderator prior to discussion of the 

amendment. 

 

 Registered voters only will be seated in the center section of the meeting hall.  Non-voters will be seated in the 

visitor’s gallery located in the area bounded by the pillars and the inside wall of the meeting hall. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
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**The decrease in 2005 is a result of the full property revaluation in which the town’s assessed valuation increased 51% 
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United States Senators 

  

HONORABLE KELLY AYOTTE 

1200 Elm Street, Suite 2 

Manchester, NH 03101-2503; 603-622-7979 

  

HONORABLE JEANNE SHAHEEN 

1589 Elm Street, Suite 3 

Manchester, NH 03101; 603-647-7500 

  

United States Congresswoman—District 2  

  

HONORABLE ANN McLANE KUSTER 

18 North Main Street, Fourth Floor 

Concord, NH 03301; 603-226-1002 

  

NH Senator—District 8  

  

SENATOR GERALD H. LITTLE 

75 Woodbury Road 

Weare, NH 03281 

  

NH Representatives   

  

SULLIVAN COUNTY—DISTRICT 1 SULLIVAN COUNTY—DISTRICT 9 

  

Lee Walker Oxenham Virginia O’Brien Irwin 

92 Methodist Hill Road, Plainfield, NH 03781-5415 182 Fletcher Road 

603-727-9368 ~  Lee.Oxenham@leg.state.nh.us  Newport, NH 03773-2314 

 603-863-3582 ~ Virginia.Irwin@leg.state.nh.us  

Andrew R. Schmidt  

PO Box 1747, Grantham, NH 03753-1747  

603-863-1247 ~ andrew.schmidt@leg.state.nh.us   

Current Elected Representatives 
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Involuntary Lot Merger Notice 
 

 
If you own real estate lots that were involuntarily merged by municipal action, you may be 

able to have those lots restored to their pre-merger status pursuant to RSA 674:39-aa. 

 

Your property may qualify if two or more lots were merged for zoning, assessing, or taxation 

purposes and the merger occurred: 

  

 During your ownership, without your consent; or 

 Prior to your ownership, if no previous owner consented to the merger. 

 

To restore your property to the pre-merger status you must make a written request to the local 

governing body no later than December 31, 2016. 

 

Once restored, your properties will once again become separate lots; however, they must still 

conform to applicable land use ordinances.  Restoration does not cure non-conformity. 
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