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TOWN OF GRANTHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR A VARIANCE 

 
NOTE: A cover application, abutter’s list, filing fee and eight (8) copies of the site plan must 
accompany this supporting statement to constitute a complete application. 
 
In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, the Zoning Board of Adjustment must make affirmative findings 
of certain facts before the board can approve a variance.  Those facts are listed below. 
PLEASE READ THE GUIDELINES FOR UNNECESSARY HARDSHIP (BELOW): THEN, ON THE 
ATTACHED SHEET, STATE IN DETAIL HOW YOU BELIEVE EACH OF THE FACTS ARE MET IN 
YOUR CASE. 
 
I hereby request a variance from the term of Article(s)_____________, Section(s) __________________ 
of the Grantham Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Article XV Section H3: “Variances: The Zoning Board of Adjustment may, on appeal, grant a variance 
from the provisions of this Ordinance if ALL of the following facts are found by the ZBA and such finding is 
specified in its decision”. 
 
The New Hampshire State Supreme Court has established the following GUIDELINES FOR 
UNNECESSARY HARDSHIP; 
 
 “The concept of unnecessary hardship is a narrow one.  It exists when an ordinance unduly 
restricts the use to which land may be put.  The hardship must arise from a special condition of the land, 
which distinguishes it from other land, in the same area with respect to the suitability for the use for which 
it is zoned.  The size and dimensions of a parcel do not create an unnecessary hardship when the land 
could still be used for the purposes permitted by the zoning ordinance.  Moreover, the criterion for 
unnecessarily hardship is not the uniqueness of the plight of the owner, but the uniqueness of the land 
causing the plight.  Finally, financial hardship alone does not justify the granting of a variance.” 
 

SEE ATTACHED SHEET FOR COMPLETION OF THE FOLLOWING: 
 

A. That no diminution in value of surrounding properties will be suffered. 
 

B. That granting of the Variance would be of benefit to the public interests. 
 

C. The denial of the Variance would result in unnecessary hardship if (i) a zoning restriction as 
applied to the property  interferes with the reasonable use of the property, considering the unique 
setting of the property; (ii) no fair and substantial relationship exists between the general 
purposes of the zoning ordinance and the  specific restriction on the property; and (iii) the 
variance would not injure the public or private rights of others. 

 
D. That, by granting a Variance, substantial justice will be done. 

 
E. That the use must not be contrary to the spirit and intent of this Zoning Ordinance. 
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Town of Grantham, New Hampshire 
Supporting Statement for a Variance 

 
PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING FOR A REVIEW BY THE ZONING BOARD OF 
ADJUSTMENT: 
 

A. No decrease in value of surrounding properties would be suffered: 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
B. Granting the variance must not be contrary to the public interest: 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

C. Denial of the variance would result in unnecessary hardship for the property owner seeking it: 
1) The zoning restriction as applied to the applicant’s property interferes with the applicant’s 
reasonable use of the property, considering the unique setting of the property in its environment. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2)  NO fair and substantial relationship exists between the general purposes of the zoning           
ordinance and the specific restrictions on the property.  

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3) The variance would not injure the public or private rights of others. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________    

D. By granting the variance substantial justice would be done. 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

E. The use must not be contrary to the spirit and intent of the ordinance. 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NOTE: If additional space is needed, please attach a separate sheet labeled A, B, C, D, or E to 
reflect which criteria you are addressing. 
 
Signature of Owner___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature of Applicant ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date Signed__________ Date Received at Town Office__________ By_________________________ 


