Grantham Recreation Park Committee 

Meeting Minutes from October 19, 2017 6:00 p.m.

Grantham Recreation Park 

Town of Grantham, NH

Attendance:  Committee Members: Jennifer Beaulieu, Mary Ann Sears, Selectman Warren Kimball, and Athletic Director Marsha Googins.  Others: Town Administrator Melissa White, Jeremy Bachelder, Shawn Hayward, Erin Ames  

Absent:  Julia Hauteneimi

Acceptance of Minutes from Meeting on 15 June 2017 : A motion was made by Marsha Googins to approve the meeting minutes of June 15, 2017; second by Warren Kimball.  Approved by majority vote.

Old Business: 

Marsha announced that the plaque is mounted on the rock near the back field entrance in a coordinated effort by Brian Hastings, Jeff Hastings, and Rick Hauteneimi to thank the Timken Family Foundation.   Discussion also included the idea of perennials for next year around the rock; Melissa suggested dwarf rhododendrons as a possibility.  

The pavilion bathroom estimate from Steve Hastings was reviewed.  Warren reminded that a septic pump is also needed.  The committee is trying to determine what funds have already been raised toward the bathroom and what more will be needed before establishing a bid for completion.  

Melissa White shared that there was an estimate of $571.00 raised from the concession from baseball’s major’s team, minor’s team and the 4th of July.   Jennifer concurred that the amount raised by the major’s team and 4th of July should have equaled more than that.  Melissa will review prior revenue sheets and report back with an accurate balance at the next meeting.   

Resident Shawn Hayward  said he would donate $1,000.00 to be used for the restrooms at the park.  A motion to accept this donation was made by Marsha;  second by Jennifer Beaulieu. Approved by majority vote.

Playground: Mary Ann Sears shared that she had done research on playgrounds and according to that Grantham is currently underserving its population with only two playgrounds when it should have  three to four playgrounds based on population.  With the knowledge that Grantham Village School is beginning a campaign to improve their playground in 2019, the committee revisited its initial development plan for the park. The last plan was done in 2010 with the pavilion development being one of the last major phases. 

While recognizing the need for improvements/expansion, the committee felt it is important to continue with completion of Phase 5, the pavilion, and gear fundraising efforts for restrooms, then moving on to dugouts for the softball field and to establish future phases to include the playground.  

New Business: 

The colors of the recently painted pavilion have been the topic of wonder by some visiting fans and local residents.  Shawn Hayward and Erin Ames came to the committee with concerns about the current trim color (blue) of the pavilion and feel strongly that the colors should reflect the team colors that use the field.  These colors reflect the Grantham Village School Colors of Maroon and Gold.  Jen Beaulieu will work to get more maroon stain and a consult with Tresk Interiors (Wendy Bircher) for color scheme advice, keeping to the colors similar to the dugouts.

Revisiting the original phase development of the park is of interest to the committee as the interest of upgrading the playground area has been presented.  The last major phase completed is the pavilion (Phase 5), followed by smaller developments that were listed in 2010.  It is the opinion of the committee to establish new phases beyond the pavilion completion.  The restrooms being part of the pavilion development will continue to be the present focus.  

Melissa stated the bathrooms need to be ADA compliant and informed that ramp access to the concession area and the building needs to be added.  She will have this done in the spring.

The need for a new chairperson was introduced and after some deliberation, and a few volunteers, the committee is recommending Shawn Hayward, replacing Athletic Director, Marsha Googins as chair of the Recreation Park Committee.   Warren Kimball made the motion to accept Shawn Hayward as Chair and 2nd by Mary Ann Sears.  

In the interest of fundraising, the topic was introduced to consider appropriate advertising.  There are several venues that could be used which can include; The Kearsarge Shopper, Nora Tilton for GVS email, town email, local channel and library email.  Discussion veered towards use of social media, but it is known that a town policy of this use will need to be written.  

Fundraising will be suspended until the committee has more information to present to the select board.

Additional Business:   

Marsha gave information that a local resident has a flag pole with a solar light they would like removed from their property on Split Rock Road and would like to donate it to the Recreation Park.   Melissa said she would ask Road Agent Jeff Hastings what can be done to achieve this. 

Two new members will be recommended to the committee;  Shawn Hayward and Jeremy Bachelder.  

Meeting adjourned at 7: 25 p.m. 
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