
Town of Grantham, New Hampshire        Annual Report 2008

88



Town of Grantham, New Hampshire        Annual Report 2008

89



Town of Grantham, New Hampshire        Annual Report 2008

90



Town of Grantham, New Hampshire        Annual Report 2008

91

"Our Town" Grantham's Activities Department again had a very busy year. The annual events which remain 
constant now in our community are: 
The Easter Egg Hunt: A crowd pleaser was once again held in the gym at the school due to 
weather. A huge thank you to young Zachary Wilson for his help. 
The Bike Rodeo: This event allows kids the opportunity to ride through an obstacle course, learn 
hand signals, and control their bicycle when stopping or turning. Thank you to the Grantham PD for 
helping out with safety training and registrations of bicycles. And because of a donation from the 
Grantham Area Chamber of Commerce Our Town was able to purchase gift certificates to buy two 
new bikes to give away. 
Mother's Day Breakfast: Each May we serve up an all you can eat buffet at the town hall and give 
each Mother a carnation. 

Old Home Day: This year's event is the last Old Home Day to be held at the village 
school, we'll be moving onto the new park come July 4th 2009. As usual, the crowds were 
large and the weather fantastic! This year's oldest residents were Etta Barton, and Wilfred 
(Kiddo) & Lillian Cote. 
Each year we try to add or delete activities to keep the excitement going. Old Home Day is 
always in need of new blood, so if you have some ideas and energy to share be sure to join 
us.

Craft in the Park: It draws a good 35 children each Wednesday in the summer. We started out at the school in 
June, but then moved on down to the park next to the blueberry patch. This annual summer activity was free, 
thanks to our sponsor Brian S. Tilton LLC. 

The Scarecrows: A mob of people showed up in the park field to dress the 
scarecrows.  Adding to the excitement, nine businesses kicked in this year as an Our 
Town fundraiser. The straw folks made their entrance onto Main Street the 1st of 
October, and hung around all month. I'm happy to report that no one had been 
kidnapped this year. The scarecrows will remain a Grantham fall tradition as long as 
their appeal remains. 
The Haunted Pumpkin Festival: A great way to see all your 
friends dressed up. As well as being a family fun event, the festival 

serves as a fund raiser for Our Town and the Athletics Department. Its success is due to many 
youth and adult volunteers who I am very thankful to. 
4-H: Seventeen youths between the ages of 7 and 14 are enrolled in Grantham's Lucky Charms 
4-H group. 4-H will be an addition to Grantham's Old Home Day this year with displays and 
animals. The group learns life skills, crafts, enjoys social gatherings, and is involved in 
community service. 
The Christmas decorations & town tree lighting: Every year on the Sunday after Thanksgiving my husband 
Dan and I do our best to decorate the town for the holidays. The tree lighting is also held that evening. This year's 
event drew about 35 folks, all intimidated to raise up their voices in song. Ice filled our electrical outlet from 
previous rains, so it took our young Gregory Fahrner three tries to keep the connection going. At last we succeeded 
and the tree remained lit, glimmering in the evening snowfall. 
The Gingerbread Man Cookie Decorating: This year, as in years past was a good one for the Gingerbread Man. 
160 baked fellows once again ran out the door at A Yankee Barn Christmas. Thank you Missy Walla for all your 
help with this event. 
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New Year's Eve Family Dance: Our Town threw its usual early bird party with about 80 in attendance. The King 
and Queen of the New Year were Reese Armstrong and Kayla Zentmaier. The dance also serves as an Our Town
fundraiser and will help cover the cost of the annual egg hunt. 
The Town Wide Yard Sale: Held this year in the town hall as well as homes around the community was once 
again a successful day for shoppers. 
Breakfast with Santa: Arrived right in the middle of Grantham's power outage, most 
people didn't know if we would still be there or cancel. So as a result the crowd was smaller 
than usual. Thanks to the Grantham Area Chamber Of Commerce, reliable Santa Claus 
arrived right on time and all went on as planned. 
Our Town also hangs the American flags and maintains them throughout their stay on 
Main Street. 
The Cooking Club for Kids: This is a 5 week winter activity which enrolled 20 excited chefs. A huge thank you 

to Kim Johnson for volunteering her time to head up the group. 
Dr. Seuss's Birthday Party: An invitation to enjoy a theme birthday party in conjunction 
with Read Across America. The event was free. 75+ guests enjoyed the reading of Horton 
Hears a Who, played party games, won prices, received books and visited the town library 
table. It was a successful fun evening, complete with birthday cake. A huge thank you to 
Melissa White, our new administrative assistant, for getting the projector up and running. 
Her knowledge saved me from a sure heart attack. 

The Annual Rabies Clinic: Held in March at the town's fire department. This annual community service was well 
attended.
Ice skating: New this year on the tennis court at the recreation park. It was an undertaking I will not soon forget. 
Each year I plan to offer a safe space available for public skating at the park. Help is always needed to help clean 
the snow off the ice, a shovel is available near the rink. It will take a community to maintain it so please chip in as 
you see needed. 
Volunteers: Thank you to all who have stepped foreword to give their time at one or more Our Town events. 
Volunteers are key to any program and I welcome help at any time. A huge thank you to my family who are 
always there to pitch in. And to the Walla family, who have given their time at several events; I appreciate all you 
do.
In an effort to help out a fundraising endeavor, and to be honest take a little of the load off of my part time status, 
the Turkey Dinner was passed onto the Grantham Methodist Church. I hope they make it their own and it 
continues to be a successful annual community gathering and fundraiser for them. 
Our Town as always, works hard at promoting all events. I produce the monthly "Our Town" newsletter that is 
distributed through the school and town’s web site. I produce flyers and advertising, provide photos to the Eagle 
Times and try to highlight Grantham and its residents whenever possible. 
Every other Tuesday is now time spent on park related items, at the town park meeting. The planning of the Shedd 
Road property will become the space this community has always dreamed of.  Until then we will use what we have 
and look forward to what it can be.  Please come out with your families and take advantage of the activities that 
Our Town provides in your own back yard. As always Old Home Day is funded with tax dollars, but all the other 
events that Our Town produces is accomplished with fundraising. Thus keeping activities low cost or free to the 
community. It has been a pleasure to provide you with a few smiles. 
Sincerely
Laurie Field 
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Grantham Recreation Park Committee

At the March 2008 Grantham Town Meeting, the voters approved the purchase of the 26.43 acre site previously 
owned by the Wein family just off Route 10 in the south end of Grantham.  The Town officially took title to the 
property on July 1, 2008, and the Grantham Ball Field Committee was expanded and renamed the Grantham 
Recreation Park Committee.  The new Committee immediately set to work on short-term and long-term initiatives 
for the park.

In the short-term, the committee leveraged the efforts of its members and interested townspeople to create an interim 
soccer field and parking area, which was used by the Grantham Youth Soccer program in September and October of 
2008.  Additionally, Committee members have preliminarily identified a site for a proposed playground.

To develop its long-term plans for the park, the Committee, with a generous gift of $2,800 from the Grantham 
Chamber of Commerce, contracted with the engineering firm of Gale Associates, Inc. of Weymouth, MA.  Gale 
Associates, which has assisted Dartmouth College and the City of Claremont with athletics projects, also contributed 
a portion of their services on a pro-bono basis to create a site plan and budget for the project that will allow for 
responsible, environmentally sensitive development of the site over the next several years.  The design plan for the 
new park includes a soccer field, a Little League baseball field, a men’s softball field, a playground, two basketball 
courts, a pavilion, a sledding hill, walking trails and parking.

The new Grantham Recreation Park will offer unlimited access to Grantham residents for many recreational 
opportunities throughout the year.  Spring and summer activities will include baseball, softball, swimming, hiking, 
playing on the playground, picnics and concerts under the pavilion and the annual Old Home Day event on July 4th.
Fall activities will include soccer, the annual Build-a-Scarecrow event, and blueberry picking.  Winter activities will 
include ice skating, sledding, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing and snowmobiling. The new recreation building 
will offer a meeting place for several organizations including the new 4-H group, the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and 
Cub Scouts. 

The Committee is currently working on a detail project budget, fundraising and public awareness of the project.

Respectfully Submitted,

The Grantham Recreation Park Committee Members
Warren Kimball, Chair, Laurie Field, Marsha Googins,
Jamie Hunt, Rick Anderson, Todd Cartier,
Sarah Johnson, Jodie Jones-Poljacik, Todd French,
Ken O’Keefe, Missy Walla, Secretary


