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 FINAL 

TOWN OF GRANTHAM NEW HAMPSHIRE 

PLANNING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 

JANUARY 16, 2020 

300 Route 10 South, Grantham, NH 03753 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Carl Hanson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 16, 
2020. The meeting was held in the Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room of the 
Grantham Town Hall located at 300 Route 10 South in Grantham, NH.  
 
Present: Chair Carl Hanson, C. Peter James, Peter Guillette, Mary Hutchins, Selectmen’s 
Representative Warren Kimball, and Board Clerk Emily Owens;  
Members not present: Alternate Ralph Beasley 
 
Members of the Public: Town Administrator Melissa White 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Chair Hanson asked the Board if there were any corrections or changes to the January 9, 
2020 meeting minutes. C. Peter James made a motion to accept the minutes as written 
and the motion was seconded by Peter Guillette. Approved 4-0-1, Mary Hutchins 
abstained. 

 
III. NEW BUSINESS 

Grantham Zoning Ordinance 
 
The Planning Board reviewed the redlined proposed changes to the Grantham Zoning 
Ordinance. A copy was provided in advance online and available in the Town Office for 
the public to review. Chair Hanson explained the Board could make additional changes 
but nothing substantive could be added, then the Board would vote to recommend the 
changes.  
 
Mary Hutchins requested the map on Page 7 be more legible. The Board agreed that the 
legend and map is not legible. They requested that an online version be available on the 
Town website that is legible. Additionally, they would like an 11x17 version to replace 
the current version with a legend that is legible. Town Administrator Melissa White will 
ask the company that made the drawing what different options are available. 
 
C. Peter James discussed his concerns about Solar Energy Systems on Page 12 being 
required by Special Exception. He is concerned that the Zoning Board would be extremely 
busy handling all these requests. Peter Guillette expressed his approval of this addition 
to the Zoning Ordinance because residents and abutters would be able to express their 
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support or displeasure with the panels being added. The Board decided, under 
definitions on Page 78, to add Solar Energy Systems: As defined by the RSA 72:61. The 
Board discussed adding Wind Power Energy Systems to the same sections that Solar had 
been added to but felt that this was too substantial of a change and needed to wait until 
the next revision planned for this year. 
 
C. peter James discussed the need to rewrite Article XII – Telecommunications Overlay 
District (Page 44) next year. The Board agreed and Chair Hanson suggested seeking 
outside services to advise them on the matter. The Board will start with a NH Town that 
has recently rewritten their zoning ordinances as a place to start. Town Administrator 
Melissa White suggested adding this item to the Agenda going forward under Old 
Business. 

 
Next the Board reviewed Article XIV – SIGNS (Page 50) and recommended the following 
changes. 
 
Section C Prohibited Sign. Item Number 2 (Page 53) 
The Board removed the wording “digital display” from “2. Motorized, flashing, animated, 
digital display, or neon lighted signs. Peter Guillette made a motion to approve the 
revision, seconded by C. Peter James, (5, 0). Approved unanimously. Chair Hanson 
decided, going forward, to make one motion recommending all the changes rather than 
individual motions after each change.  
 
Section E Signs Not Requiring a Permit. Item Number 2 (Page 54) 
The Board added the following words written in red, “Service, Yard Sale, or Trade signs”. 
 
Section F Number and Size of Permanent Signs. Item Number 2 (Page 54) 
The Board added the following words written in red, “The maximum display size of any 
on-premises, free-standing sign must be thirty-two (32) square feet per side. 
 
The Board discussed Section G Temporary Signs and their concerns with the additional 
complexity of the process, selective enforcement, and lack of compliance on the part of 
residents. C. Peter James was concerned that these new regulations were a solution 
looking for a problem. Town Administrator White explained there have been issues in 
the past with temporary signs becoming permanent. The Board removed the 
requirement that resident must get a temporary sign permit but left the time limit 
temporary signs are allowed to be displayed. The Board decided the following changes 
to the section would alleviate their concerns. 
 
Section G Temporary Signs. Item Number 1 (Page 55) 
The Board removed the wording yard sales from “1. Temporary signs advertising special 
events or activities (e.g., fairs, yard sales, seasonal activities) will be permitted for no 
more than a sixty (60) day period. 
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Section G Temporary Signs. Item Number 2 (Page 55) 
The Board removed the first sentence from “2. The applicant for a Sign Permit must 
specify the date and duration of the special event to which their application is related. 
Temporary signs must be displayed no more than one (1) week prior to the special even 
date provided by the applicant and must be removed within twenty-four (24) hours after 
the event has finished.  
 
Section G Temporary Signs. Item Number 4 (Page 55) 
The Board removed Item Number 4 in its entirety, “4. No Sign Permit fee shall be 
charged for temporary sign permits.  
 
Article XVI – Zoning Board of Adjustment Section F (Page 60) the last bullet point was 
changed to read “The current application fee plus postage to cover the cost of Certified 
Mail, return receipt requested, to all abutters, property owners, and applicants.” 

 
Article XIX – Definitions (Page 78) 
SIGN (DIMENSIONS): (The Board removed the “and” at the end of the statement and 
replaced the word with a semi-colon) 
a) If the sign is freestanding, on a separate board, the dimensions of such board; and 
 
(As mentioned previously the Board added this definition on Page 78)  
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS: 
As defined by RSA 72:61. 
 
The Board discussed under MANUFACTURED HOUSING (Page 75) the need to add an age 
restriction to mobile homes being relocated into the Town. The Board was unsure of any 
regulations regarding this issue and suggested researching this topic further before 
adding anything. C. Peter James mentioned asking Sheridan if there is a better location 
in the Zoning Ordinance to address his concerns. Town Administrator Melissa White 
suggested adding this item to the Agenda going forward under Old Business. 
 
With discussions among the Board finished and no members of the public present, C. 
Peter James made a motion to recommend the adoption of these changes to the Town 
of Grantham Zoning Ordinance, seconded by Peter Guillette, (5, 0). Approved 
unanimously. 

 
IV. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Hanson stated there being no further business he would entertain a motion to 

adjourn. The motion was made by Warren Kimball, seconded by Mary Hutchins, and the 

meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  

 

The next meeting of the Planning Board is scheduled for February 6, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room of the Grantham Town Hall.  
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Respectfully Submitted, 

Emily Owens 
Planning Board Clerk 


