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Town of Grantham 

Grantham Conservation Commission 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

September 17, 2012 

 
Chairman Richard L. Hocker called the Grantham Conservation Commission to order on 

Monday, September 17, 2012 at 7:03 p.m.  The meeting was held in the Jerry Whitney Memorial 

Room at Grantham Town Hall located at 300 Route 10 South in Grantham, NH. 

 
Present:  Chairman Richard (Dick) Hocker; Merle Schotanus; Kristina Burgard; Joseph Watts 

(Alternate); David Wood (Alternate); and Caroline Hoen (clerk).  

 

Absent:  Lindsey Lefebvre; and Jeremy Turner 

 

Members of the Public: Rick Van de Poll, Ph.D. (consultant) 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
Approval of Minutes for 20 August, 2012 Meeting 

Chair Hocker asked the Commission members if there were any additions, corrections, or 

modifications to the draft minutes for the August 20, 2012 meeting. 

 

There being none, Burgard moved to approve and accept the August 20, 2012 minutes as 

written; second by Schotanus.  There being no further discussion, the motion was put to a vote. 

 

Unanimously Approved & Accepted 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

None 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Planning for Conservation 

Grantham Wetlands Inventory and Protection Program – Progress Report 

 

Dr. Rick Van de Poll, the New Hampshire certified wetlands scientist and consultant to the 

Commission leading the Wetlands Inventory project, presented a detailed status report on his 

review of the wetlands evaluation work performed by the Wetland Volunteers over the summer. 

To date, Dr. Van de Poll has completed his quality control and assurance review of the 

evaluation forms for forty-seven (47) of the wetland evaluation units (WEU’s) and will complete 

the remaining seven (7) this week, after which reviewed versions of all the evaluation forms 

containing Dr. Van de Poll’s comments and corrections will be sent to Burgard for distribution to 

the Commission.  Dr. Van de Poll indicated he is on track to present the results of the Wetlands 
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Inventory evaluations at a public forum to be held on Tuesday, September 25, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Town Hall lower level meeting room.  

 

Schotanus asked if the work of the Grantham volunteers represented the first town-wide use of 

the 2011 Revised New Hampshire Method.  Dr. Van de Poll responded that, to his knowledge, 

this was the case but that the new forms were far superior to the old, providing more information 

and resulting in more accurate evaluations than those done by other towns.   He cautioned, 

however, that this sort of data collection is not an exact science. An extended discussion ensued 

on Dr. Van de Poll’s review of the evaluation forms to date.  

 

In response to an inquiry from Wood with regard to using the data to identify candidate wetlands 

for potential designation as prime wetlands, Dr. Van de Poll asserted that the collected data 

would make clear which WEU’s are the obvious candidates.  He also emphasized the importance 

of the evaluations as a scientific tool containing empirical baseline assumptions that could be 

used to bolster the case for designating some town wetlands as prime and therefore worthy of 

protection. Dr. Van de Poll and the Commission discussed how priorities and goals set forth in 

Grantham’s Master Plan can be integrated with the evaluation data so that prime wetland 

candidates are in alignment with the Master Plan.  Burgard indicated that the Town’s current 

Master Plan was adopted in 2005, and that it was her opinion that using  goals and priorities from 

the Master Plan should be a primary determinant in using the evaluation data to identify prime 

wetland candidates.  Dr. Van de Poll indicated that he will make recommendations, based on the 

evaluation data & goals/priorities of the Town, that identify approximately 15 to 20 WEU’s as 

potential candidates, and from there, it will be up to the Commission to consider other factors 

and select a final list of candidates from amongst those he recommends.  

 

Burgard reminded everyone that the timeline is tight for submission of a draft wetlands 

ordinance to the Town Planning Board in order to have the draft reviewed at a public hearing in 

conjunction with the Planning Board’s meeting on November 1, 2012.  Dr. Van de  Poll 

recommended three topics for discussion at the next Commission meeting:  1) requirements to be 

included in the ordinance 2) recommended procedures for enforcement, and 3) a strategy to help 

get the ordinance passed.  A discussion followed on the pros and cons of state approved prime 

wetlands versus locally designated and enforced ones.  A combination of the two is also possible, 

but must be specified in the wetlands ordinance.  This remains an open question for the 

Commission and Zoning and Planning Boards to decide in drafting the wetlands ordinance.  

Logistics and timelines for the September 25
th
 public forum were reviewed after which Dr. Van 

de Poll exited the meeting.  

 

Annual Walk of Flewelling Easement Property 

Chair Hocker announced that the annual walk of the Flewelling easements property would take 

place on October 14, 2012 at 9:30 a.m.  He will forward GPS points for property identification 

purposes to Wood.  Participants are asked to meet at the bridge and to park on the left side of  

Miller Pond Road. 
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Land Issues 

Cote & Reney Properties  

Schotanus reported progress to date on the potential acquisition of the previously discussed Cote 

& Reney parcels.  He stated that he spoke with Rick Cook of New Hampshire Fish & Game, who 

indicated he is waiting for Alan Wilson’s survey of the properties to confirm the property lines 

for the complete parcel and designating the property lines for the piece to be subdivided off the 

other parcel.  Schotanus also spoke with Todd McIntire, who indicated he would contact Alan 

Wilson to try to expedite the surveys and the production of plot maps.  Schotanus does not 

expect the matter to be settled until around December or the new year.  

 

Hastings Lot Dedication   

Watts reported that the Will Hastings memorial plaque was successfully installed. A dedication 

ceremony is planned for October 6, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at the site, which is the Leavitt Hill 

Wetlands property about 1.7 miles up Leavitt Hill Road.  There followed a detailed discussion of 

logistics and arrangements for the ceremony, including establishing the best access route to the 

site and a list of speakers. Burgard is the point person for the event and is handling publicity.  

She reported that members of the Hastings family and friends identified by Karen Hastings will 

receive personal invitations, and in the event of inclement weather, the ceremony will be held in 

the Town Hall lower level meeting room at 10:00 a.m. on the same date. Watts recommended a 

future effort to install plantings around the memorial.  He was congratulated by the Commission 

on a job well done in overseeing the plaque’s installation. 

 

Perambulation Status 

Woods reported that the markers for the Enfield border are completed with the exception of  the 

Cole Pond section.  Many of the Croydon markers have been found and he anticipates that this 

section of the perambulation will be finished in about two weeks time.  He expects that work on 

the Springfield border will begin this week.     

 

HANDOUTS 

Hocker announced that he has flyers available for the Municipal Law Lecture series to be held on 

October 10, 17 and 24, 2012.  Topics to be covered include land use. 

 

Schotanus distributed copies of a press release from The Trust for Public Land, The Nature 

Conservancy and The Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests entitled “NH Voters 

Near-Unanimous in Support for Land Conservation.”   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chair Hocker asked if there was any further business.  There being none, Schotanus moved to 

adjourn the meeting and Wood seconded the motion. 

 

The Commission voted unanimously to adjourn at 9:51 p.m. 
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NEXT MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Grantham Conservation Commission will be held at 7:00 p.m. on 

Monday, October 15, 2012, in the Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Caroline Hoen, Clerk 
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