APPROVED

Town of Grantham
Zoning Board of Adjustment
Minutes
June 27, 2013

Chair Conrad Frey called the Zoning Board meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, June 27,
2013. The meeting was held in the Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room located at Town
Hall, 300 Route 10 South in Grantham.

Present: Chair Conrad Frey; Richard (Dick) Mansfield; Tanya Mclntire; Margery Bostrom; Myron
Cummings and Clerk Martha Norris.

Members of the public: Katherine Bushman; Cameron Shepherd; Todd & Erin Cartier;
Selectman Constance (Connie) Jones.

Correspondence
None

Approval of Minutes

Chair Frey asked the Board members if they had reviewed the minutes from March 14, 2013
were there any corrections. There being none, motion was made by Richard Mansfield and
second Margery Bostrom to approve the minutes as written.

Approved by Unanimous Vote

New Business
Variance application #06 — 2013; Map 235 Lot 027-010
Frances & Katherine Bushman, owners

Chair Frey stated that the application this evening was for a garage setback variance. Frey
asked the property owner to explain why they were asking for the variance. Katherine
Bushman replied that the variance was needed due to the fact the right side of the property
where the house is located is very wooded and drops down (slopes) and the left side is more
even, but comes close to the property line of their neighbor. K. Bushman said that they would
like to build a 26 foot by 32 foot garage. Chair Frey asked if there was any way of moving the
garage inward more. K. Bushman said that they had already taken off two (2) feet off each side
of the proposed garage and decided to set it four (4) feet over then they originally had planned.
Chair Frey asked what was on the side of the proposed garage away from the property line that
keeps them from locating the garage there and asked for an explanation. At this time the Board
members looked at the drawings of the proposed garage and where it was to be located.
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Cameron Shepherd stepped forward and informed the Board that he was the contractor the
Bushman’s had hired and explained the design of the garage and reason of location to the
Board their intentions. Shepherd stated originally the Bushman’s wanted to build a 28 foot X
32 foot but due to locations this was the only area to have the garage, also because of the
septic system location it would not be possible to have the garage sitting further back.

Chair Frey asked Bushman who abutted the other side of the property line where the proposed
garage is to be built. K. Bushman stated that she was not aware of her neighbors’ name. Chair
Frey asked if there was a house and K. Bushman said yes and that her neighbors’ house set
quite a distance up on a hill from the property line.

Mansfield asked if there were any other buildings in that area other than the house up on the
hill closer to the proposed garage. K. Bushman stated there is a swing set to the side of her
neighbors’ house that can be seen from the area, but no other buildings that she is aware of.

Mclintire and Chair Frey asked if the neighbors had received a letter. Clerk Norris stated that all
abutters had been notified through certified mailings, although none were present for this
variance hearing.

Chair Frey explained to Bushman and Shepherd the setback reasons being safety and fire so
equipment can get onto the property if necessary. Bostrom asked Bushman if any of her
neighbors had spoken to her about her plans or raised questions and she said not to her
personally, but her spouse did mention to Shepherd that she did go up to the neighbors and
spoke to him about building the garage close to his property line and she said he stated there
would not be any problem with him. Mcintire asked if there would be any future issues with
this project if the property was to be sold to another person. Chair Frey stated no.

Chair Frey asked if there were any further questions from Board members. Mclntire said there
just seemed to be issues with this setback due to the fact the septic system is also in the way if
they were to try and have the garage built further back. Shepherd explained that they were
trying to have the right side of the garage line up the same with the left side of the house.
Further discussion ensued.

Chair Frey then asked board members if there were any further questions, being none Chair
Frey went on to read the 5 (five) criteria from the zoning ordinance relating to this variance.
After reading each criterion and all members agreeing to each the Board voted.

Approved by Unanimous Vote.
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Chair Frey asked if there were any further items on the agenda. Todd Cartier spoke and said he
was to have been put on the agenda as a conceptual and went on to introduce himself and his
wife Erin and told the Board members that they lived at 71 Burpee Hill Road and that he was
here this evening with a questions of usage to do with his property.

Chair Frey was aware of this situation and this was to do with having two (2) separate
dwellings, not a duplex, on his property only one dwelling or one duplex is allowed. Chair Frey
stated this would require a variance to continue the way it is now. Cartier stated that this
property is essentially one place. Chair Frey said that the property was not one building and
Cartier said they were attached. Chair Frey asked Cartier to bring in a drawing or something to
show the Board. Chair Frey stated that the photos he saw in the assessment/property file
looked like two (2) separate buildings.

Chair Frey went on to say that he was told that originally there was living space over the garage
they lived in while the house was being built and that living space above the garage is still being
used while they are currently living in the house so that would be considered a second dwelling.
Chair Frey stated that he had heard from an assessor and they had questioned if the second
property could be rented. Cartier said it was not rented. Chair Frey said that is not what he
said but what the assessor had asked. Cartier explained that the Town had accepted this
property and Chair Frey said that was not Zoning Board. Erin Cartier stated they had lived there
for the last 10 (ten) years.

Mansfield asked how the two (2) buildings could be connected. Cartier said with some framing
and that the buildings were less than two (2) feet from each other. Cartier went on to explain
to the Board members the reasoning behind why the garage was still occupied with a family
member and not a tenant/renter. Cartier also stated that he had upgraded the septic system
and that all the utilities come through on one meter.

At this time Mclintire asked what the issue was and Chair Frey commented this all has to do
with only one dwelling per lot. If a variance were granted, it could be granted only if the person
were handicapped in the dwelling lived there (N.H. Planning and Land Use Regulation Book).
Mclntire also read from the current Town of Grantham Zoning Board of Adjustment manual
concerning dwelling units.

Further discussion ensued amongst the Board members and the Cartier’s. Chair Frey explained
to Cartier to get the required paperwork and photographs in order and come before the Board
with the variance application.

NOTE:
Clerk Norris explained to the board members after the Cartier’s had left that he had come in
after the agenda had been posted and informed him that he could just show up at the meeting
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if he would like to ask the Board members any questions. Clerk Norris said that she had not
heard back from the Cartier’s so she did not assume they would be at the meeting.

Clerk Norris apologized to the Board for not remembering when they were sitting there in the
meeting room what they were there for.

Old Business

None

Other

Chair Frey informed the Board members that he had been in contact with Town
Administrator Melissa White and building Inspector Roger Woodworth regarding the
Cartier’s property that had been discussed at the meeting this evening, and that this had
originally been brought to his attention through another assessor (not the Town of
Grantham’s) inquiring whether or not the Cartier’s garage could be rented out since it
had the apartment unit. Frey said that he let the assessor know that only one dwelling
was allowed on that property per zoning regulations.

Chair Frey said that he and Dick Hocker (Conservation Committee Chair) took a walk on
the Willis property on Willis Ave. and Route 10 South.

Chair Frey mentioned that the Conservation Commission would like to have an article
put in the Zoning Ordinance with regards to wetlands. Frey said that he had been
approached by Merle Schotanus and Kristina Burgard this past spring and he told them
to put something together for the Zoning Board to view. Frey said Dick Hocker had also
sent him an email asking the same and Frey replied that he let Hocker know there were
a couple ways of handling this and explained them to Hocker. Frey said that he offered
to help Hocker with this if need be and Frey stated that he had not heard back from
Hocker as of yet.

Chair Frey said he had a call from a man informing him that someone on Rawson Ridge
(which is in the Olde Farms area) was putting in a mobile home. Frey stated that the
person has every right to put in a mobile home because it is also considered
manufactured housing as defined in the Ordinance, and has not heard back since from
this man.

Chair Frey was informed by Town Administrator, Melissa White that contractor Mark
Brunelle wants to build on a 3.7 acre lot on Stocker Pond of which only 19,000 square
feet is dry. Frey explained to White that this lot is more than 20% wetlands and in a
flood plain so this would not be possible especially with setback requirements.
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Brunelle withdrew his plans when he realized the lot was in a flood plain.

e Chair Frey said that he had been contacted by someone wanting to have a yard sale at
the Grantham Greenway property owned by Ernest Collier. Frey has not heard back on
this.

e Chair Frey said that SAI COMMUNICATIONS/AT&T wanted to install additional antenna
on their tower located at Map 226 Lot 018 and Frey informed them that was not adding
any more height to the tower so they need not come to the Zoning Board of Adjustment
for this.

e Mclintire asked about a young man who had a hot dog cart and why wasn’t he allowed
to set it up on his families’ property or elsewhere such as the recreation park. Chair
Frey said he didn’t get any specifics on this and that the young man would have to abide
by the zoning regulations just as anyone else would have to do. Mclntire felt you should
encourage children/young adults to be industrious and if they did come before the
Zoning Board that they should not be charge the fees. Frey felt that it’s nice to be in
business and that is also an education and rules to go by even in business that they need
to learn. There was further discussion on this topic.

Mclintire then asked Selectman Constance (Connie) Jones if the Town had a vender’s license.
Jones stated that she wasn’t sure.

Adjournment
Chair Frey asked the Board members if there were any further questions / discussions.

There being none a motion by Chair Frey and second Myron Cummings to adjourn the meeting.
Approved by Unanimous Vote to adjourn the meeting at 8:00p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
antha M. Noviie
Martha M. Norris

ZBA Clerk



