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Town of Grantham Board of Selectmen  

Meeting Minutes 
January 25, 2017 

 
 

The meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 5:05pm on Wednesday,              
January 25, 2017 by Chairman Warren Kimball.  The meeting was held in the Grantham Town 
Building, Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room at 300 Route 10 South, Grantham, NH. 
 

  
Present:   Chairman Warren Kimball; Selectman Sheridan Brown; Selectman Constance 

Jones; Town Administrator Melissa White; Fire Chief Jay Fountain and EMD David 
Beckley 

 
 
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Town Administrator Melissa White 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Selectman Jones to approve the regular and non-public minutes of 
December 21, 2016; seconded by Selectman Brown.  Unanimously approved. 
 
A motion was made by Selectman Brown to approve the budget work session minutes of 
January 11, 2017; seconded by Selectman Jones.  Unanimously approved. 
 
A motion was made by Selectman Jones to approve the regular and non-public minutes of 
January 11, 2017; seconded by Selectman Brown.  Unanimously approved. 
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

1. Payroll Manifest #497 
2. Accounts Payable Manifest #531 
3. Application for Veteran’s Credit: 

a. M/L 212-106-000; 29 Forest Road 
4. Building Permits: 

a. M/L 215-010-05; 651 Marten Road - Remodel 
b. M/L 215-009-025; 825 Covered Bridge Lane - Generator 

5. Appointment of Christine Engert as Deputy Treasurer of Grantham 
 

A motion was made by Selectman Jones to move for adoption of the Consent Calendar; 
seconded by Selectman Brown.  Unanimously approved. 
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OLD BUSINESS 

1. Comcast Cable Agreement:  Letter of Intent was sent to Comcast to ensure that the 
formal process, as set out in Federal law for how franchise renewals happen, is followed.  
Brown explained that the franchise renewal process only deals with the cable television 
portion; that the town does not have authority over internet or other services.   
 
Brown stated that the current agreement is fifteen years old, signed with Adelphia, 
before Comcast acquired them and that the town would like to see improvements in 
such areas as minimum density connections and try to secure capital improvement 
funding etc. 
 
Brown stated the decision was made not to keep the current agreement which would 
have automatically renewed for five years in October 2018. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. EMS – December Report:  There were 19 calls for service; seven were transported. 

2. Trustees of the Trust Funds: The report of the Trustees of the Trust Funds as of December 
31, 2016, was reviewed. 

3. Town Administrator: 

Town Meeting: 

 Declarations for candidacy start Wednesday, January 25, 2017 and end on 
Friday, February 3, 2017.  Pursuant to RSA 669:19; RSA 652:20, the Town Clerk/Tax 
Collector’s office will be open until 5pm on Friday, February 3, 2017.  Open 
positions are: 

Selectman  (Warren Kimball) 3 years 
Planning Board (Thain Allan) 3 years 
Trustee of Trust Funds (James Coakley) 3 years 
Cemetery Trustee (Warren Kimball) 3 years 
Trustee of Dunbar Free Library (Karen Walsh) 3 years 
Treasurer (Anne Neu) 3 years 

 
 Budget Hearing – Moved to February 15th at 5pm; Selectmen’s 8am work meeting 

will be canceled that day. 

 2nd Budget Hearing – Moved to February 22nd only if needed. 

 Town Meeting day is March 14, 2017; polls open from 10am – 7pm.  Deliberative 
session will start at 5pm. 

 
There was a brief discussion about seeking voter approval to appoint the Treasurer.   
 
Including a warrant article on the 2017 Town Meeting Warrant that would seek approval 
to enter into a Purchase Power Agreement (PPA) for solar power was discussed.  
Administrator White stated that Energy Committee Member, Kristina Burgard conducted 
some research on what other communities had done and she found that they usually 
held one or more public meetings regarding the proposed project including the 
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proposed terms of the PPA before asking townspeople to vote on the article.  White 
stated that it seems like it is too soon to seek voter approval for a project like this.  The 
Board agreed. 
 
Administrator White informed that Coalition Communities has been following the 
legislative activity regarding the bills on education funding.  There are some bills that risk 
the return of “donor towns”.  
 
 
Upcoming Meetings: 

Board/Committee Date Time Place 

Zoning Board  1/26/2017 - Canceled 7pm JW Conference Room 

Master Plan Committee Monday, January 30, 2017 1pm JW Conference Room 

Selectmen's Meeting (Work) Wednesday, February 01, 2017 8am JW Conference Room 

Planning Board Meeting Thursday, February 02, 2017 7pm JW Conference Room 

Energy Committee Monday, February 06, 2017 5pm JW Conference Room 

Selectmen's Meeting (Regular) Wednesday, February 08, 2017 5pm JW Conference Room 
 

 

The fire lane between the Sawyer Brook Plaza building and the former Mitchell 
Automotive was discussed.  
 
There was discussion regarding the affiliation with Kearsarge Valley Cal Ripken League 
for baseball and the request from John Murphy to switch to Lebanon.  White explained 
that Athletic Director had done some research in February 2016 and followed up with a 
letter to parents on her findings, also in February 2016.  The board requested this item be 
brought to the next regular meeting of the Selectmen. 
 
 

 
NON-PUBLIC 
 
In accordance with RSA 91-A:3 section II-b, a motion was made by Selectman Jones, and 
seconded by Selectman Brown to enter into a Non-Public session at 6:00pm.  Present were: 
Chairman Warren Kimball; Selectman Constance Jones; Selectman Sheridan Brown; and Town 
Administrator Melissa White 

Roll Call vote to enter non-public session: Chairman Warren Kimball;   Yes 
       Selectman Constance Jones;  Yes 
       Selectman Sheridan Brown;  Yes 
 
A motion to leave Non-Public session and return to Public Session at 6:04pm was made by 
Selectman Jones; seconded by Selectman Brown. Unanimously approved.  
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In accordance with RSA 91-A:3 section II-c, a motion was made by Selectman Jones, and 
seconded by Selectman Brown to enter into a Non-Public session at 6:05pm.  Present were: 
Chairman Warren Kimball; Selectman Constance Jones; Selectman Sheridan Brown; and Town 
Administrator Melissa White 

Roll Call vote to enter non-public session: Chairman Warren Kimball;   Yes 
       Selectman Constance Jones;  Yes 
       Selectman Sheridan Brown;  Yes 
 
A motion to leave Non-Public session and return to Public Session at 6:20pm was made by 
Selectman Brown; seconded by Selectman Jones. Unanimously approved.  

A motion to seal the minutes of this non-public session was made by Selectman Jones; 
seconded by Selectman Brown. Unanimously approved. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Selectman Brown moved to adjourn, seconded by Chairman 
Kimball; by unanimous vote, the Board adjourned at 6:25pm.   
 
The next Selectmen’s Meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 1, 2017  at 8:00am in the 
Grantham Town Building; Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room at 300 Route 10 South, 
Grantham, NH. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Melissa M. White 
Town Administrator 

 


