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Town of Grantham  
Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes 

November 20, 2017 
  

 
The meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 5:00pm on Monday,     
November 20, 2017 by Chairman Sheridan Brown.  The meeting was held in the Grantham 
Town Building, Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room at 300 Route 10 South, Grantham, 
NH. 
 
Present: Chairman Sheridan Brown; Selectman Warren Kimball; Selectman Constance Jones; 

Town Administrator Melissa White; Administrative Assistant Ann Jasper; Deputy Fire 
Chief David Beckley; and C. Peter James 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Town Administrator Melissa White. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A motion to approve the regular minutes of November 8, 2017 as written was made by 
Selectman Jones; seconded by Selectman Kimball. Unanimously approved. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
1. Payroll Manifest #520 
2. Accounts Payable Manifest  #571 
3. Appointment to Recreation Park Committee – Shawn Hayward 
4. Building Permits:  

a. M/L 233-141-000; 45 Longwood Drive – Bathroom Remodel 
b. M/L 235-027-005; 23 Woodland Heights – Bathroom Remodel 
c. M/L 220-057-000; 700 New Aldrich Road – Remodel Attic 

5. Correspondence: 
a. State of New Hampshire Board of Tax and Land Appeals:  A Prehearing 

Conference Scheduling Order for In Re:  New Hampshire Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. & Eversource Energy was received. 

b. LighTec Inc.:  A certificate of reclamation was received from LighTec Inc. as 
proof of proper disposal of the used lighting materials that LighTec removed from 
the Town’s facility during the Lighting Project. 

c. Jane M. Ferrini, Assistant Portsmouth City Attorney (Coalition Communities): A 
Memorandum was received from Jane M. Ferrini, Assistant Portsmouth City 
Attorney, Coalition Communities, providing the Coalition Communities with 
information on the upcoming 2018 Legislative Session and information regarding 
the Education Funding Study Committee and CACR7 and SB 193, a 
Constitutional Amendment and bill retained by the House Education Committee. 

d. Anonymous:  An anonymous letter was received asking the town to help with 
issues on Tall Timber Road such as road maintenance and people living on the 
road not following town laws. The Selectmen emphasized and reiterated from 
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earlier discussions that Tall Timber Drive is a private road and the Town does not 
maintain private roads. Also, the Police will respond to calls there and do patrol 
on private roads but not to the extent that they do on the public roads. The 
Selectmen also pointed out that deeds by which the owners acquire property on 
Tall Timber Drive contain a clause setting forth the specifics of Tall Timber Drive 
being a private road. 

 
 
A motion to move for adoption of the Consent Calendar was made by Selectman Jones; 
seconded by Selectman Kimball. Unanimously approved. 
 

 
CITIZEN COMENTS 
 
Deputy Fire Chief Dave Beckley asked the Board about the status of the RFP for work on the Fire 
Station. Chairman Brown said he has not had a chance to work on that and will step aside and 
delegate that task to Town Administrator Melissa White. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Comcast Cable Agreement:  Chairman Brown is working on a response to the most recent letter 
received from Comcast. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
Sealed Bids for the Highway Department 2006 F-350 Dump Truck with Plow and Sander were 
opened in the following order: 
 

 Hersey Auto LLC   $3,001.50 
 

 Sean Frost   $3,150.00 
 

 Langford Trucking, LLC  $3,370.51 
David Langford 
 

 Ernest Collier   $6,500.00 
 

 John Chaloux   $4,505.00 
 

 Bruce Campbell   $2,958.99 
 

 Brent Murray   $2,600.00 
 

 Clifford Dore   $1,121.58 
 

 Don Gobin, Promania, LLC $7,100.00 
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A motion to accept the bid of $7,100.00 from Don Gobin, Promania, LLC, for the 2006 F-350 
Dump Truck with Plow and Sander was made by Selectman Kimball; seconded by Selectman 
Jones. Unanimously approved. 
 
Fire Department – October Report:  Grantham Fire and EMS (Fast Squad) responded to a total 
of 28 calls; there were twenty (20)calls for Fire/Rescue and eight (8) EMS calls of which 
Grantham Fire Department or EMS responded to three (3).   
 
The month of October was busy for the Fire Department with calls ranging from alarm 
activations, agricultural accident and a number of calls related to the wind/rain event at the 
end of the month. 
 
Fire Department Responses for October: 
 
 7 – Power line down, or trees in the wires 
 3 – Alarm activation, CO or Fire 
 1 – PD assist, Residential unlock 
 1 – Tree in roadway, no wires involved 
 2 – Odor investigation, propane or other 
 1 – Unauthorized burning 
 1 – Agricultural accident 
 2 – Reported car fires, Good intent calls 
 2 – Medical assists. 
 
Equipment:  Engine 4 was taken out of service for about one week due to a charging issue. It 
was serviced locally and is back in service. 
 
Three training sessions were completed in October: 
 

 October 10 – Eastman Infra-structure, looking at hazards and familiarity of some of the 
not usually seen facilities in Eastman;  Water treatment facility, Solar field 

 October 17 – Grantham Med1, where are things, what should we grab and how do we 
help FAST 

 October 24 – Fire Hydrants, more than just a place for a dog to pee. Training with 
members of Newport FD, dressing a hydrant, pumping  and filling the Tanker 
 

Supporting the Grantham Halloween Tradition, eight members of the Grantham EMS and Fire 
provided lighting and warning on Route 10 and 114 during Trick-or-Treat while friends of the 
Department provided sweets at the Fire Station. 
 
Police Department – October Report:  October was a busy training month. 
 
On October 6, 2017, Police Chief Parsons received the FBI-LEEDA Trilogy Award for successfully 
completing the required leadership courses.  On October 2 – 6, 2017, Chief Parsons attended 
the 171st Executive Leadership course which was the last training for the trilogy. 
 
Chief Parsons received his certification as OC (Oleoresin Capsicum) Instructor on           
October 12, 2017 from the NH PSTC. 
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Police Department Secretary Judy DiPadova attended the NH law Enforcement Administrative 
Professionals Training and Conference in North Conway on October 11-13, 2017. The guest 
speakers from Primex on October 12th were Kate Spillane, Staff Attorney and Carol Kilmister, HR 
Consultant regarding Conflict in the Workplace. The interactive training introduced a simple, 
straightforward framework for turning conflict and other difficult conversations into better 
decisions, team alignment, and healthy interpersonal dynamics.  The training on October 13th 
titled “Whatever happened to Civility, Courtesy, and Respect?” was presented by Nick 
Manolis also from Primex.  The goal of this training was to provide guidance on what it takes to 
make civility, courtesy, and respect come alive in the workplace. 
 
Sergeant Cunningham attended Background Investigations training on October 26, 2017 and 
Directed Operations training on October 31, 2017. 
 
Officer Schwartz attended Complaints and Warrants training at NH PSTC on October 2, 2017 
and Landlords, Tenants and Police Response training on October 18, 2017. 
 
National Drug Take Back was held at Grantham Police Department on October 21, 2017. 
Grantham filled more than two boxes of unwanted/unused medication.  Chief Parsons will 
provide the total weight once that information is received from DEA. 
 
Selectmen Report:  Selectman Kimball and Selectman Jones participated in hands on 
Extrication Training with the Fire Department. They both volunteered to be victims in a car 
accident. Selectman Kimball said he played an unconscious person and was very impressed 
with the techniques and skills of the firefighters as they extricated him from the vehicle and 
gave a “Hats Off” to those who volunteer to do that. Selectman Jones agreed and said it 
shows how important it is for the firefighters to have those exercises.  
 
Chairman Brown announced that after much careful consideration throughout the year, he 
has reached the decision to not seek another term on the Board of Selectmen. He cited other 
responsibilities that he is going to take on and some personal reasons. He told Selectman 
Jones and Selectman Kimball that he would be happy to help with some things as they come 
along and would like to work on a more project focused basis. He thought it was important to 
let people know in advance because the filing period runs from January 24, 2018 to        
February 2, 2018. He said if anyone is interested in running and would like to talk about what 
the job entails, he, as well as Selectman Kimball and Selectman Jones, would be happy to let 
them know.  
 
Town Administrator:  Town Administrator White provided the Selectmen with a copy of a 
Request for Sealed Bids Advertisement for the 2011Ford Crown Victoria for review.  A motion to 
issue an Invitation for Bids for the 2011 Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptor with no minimum 
bid was made by Selectman Kimball; seconded by Selectman Jones.  
 
The 2017 Equalization Municipal Assessment Data Certification was approved.  
 
White explained that the Town received a bill from Eversource in the amount of $4,624.06 as a 
result of a Dig Safe Violation and damage caused by the Highway Department while ditching 
on Walker Road. White asked the Board if they would like to submit it to Primex or pay it 
directly. Chairman Brown asked White if she knew what the impact would be on the Town’s 
insurance. She thought the Town had a $1,000.00 deductible and noted that the Town 
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recently joined the three year CAP Program so Primex can’t raise the property and liability 
rates more than 10% during those three years.  The Selectmen agreed to send the bill to 
Primex. 
 
Selectman Kimball asked if the Buildings Maintenance Manager had time to clean the 
bathrooms at the Recreation Park once they are built. There was discussion about the budget 
and who would pay for it.  
 
Selectman Kimball asked if the Eversource bill for the street lighting had been adjusted to 
reflect the LED rate. White said she has been working on it since June and it is supposed to 
show up in the next bill.  
 
Chairman Brown asked White if she spoke to Road Agent Hastings about the new Comcast bill 
for a TV hookup. White said she has not had a chance to speak to Hastings about that but will 
soon. 
 
In accordance with RSA 91-A:3 section II-c, a motion was made by Selectman Kimball and 
seconded by Selectman Jones to enter into a Non-Public session at 5:37pm.  Present were: 
Chairman Sheridan Brown; Selectman Warren Kimball; Selectman Constance Jones; Town 
Administrator Melissa White; and Administrative Assistant Ann Jasper 

Roll Call vote to enter non-public session: Chairman Sheridan Brown;  Yes 
      Selectman Warren Kimball  Yes 
      Selectman Constance Jones;  Yes 
 
A motion to leave Non-Public session and return to Public Session at 6:22pm was made by 
Selectman Kimball; seconded by Selectman Jones. Unanimously approved. 
 
A motion to seal the minutes of this non-public session was made by Selectman Jones; 
seconded by Selectman Kimball. Unanimously approved. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Selectman Jones moved to adjourn, seconded by Selectman 
Kimball; by unanimous vote, the Board adjourned at 6:35pm.   
  
The next Selectmen’s Meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 13, 2017  at 5:00pm in 
the Grantham Town Building; Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room at 300 Route 10 
South, Grantham, NH. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Ann Jasper 
Administrative Assistant 


