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Town of Grantham  
Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes 

December 12, 2018 

  

 

The meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 5:00pm on Wednesday,         

December 12, 2018, by Chairman Kimball.  The meeting was held in the Grantham Town 

Building, Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room at 300 Route 10 South, Grantham, NH. 

 

Present: Chairman Warren Kimball; Selectman Constance Jones; Selectman Peter Garland; 

Town Administrator Melissa White; Administrative Assistant Ann Jasper; Fire Chief Justin 

Hastings; Assistant Fire Chief Jay Fountain; Police Chief John Parsons; Sheridan Brown 

and C. Peter James 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Town Administrator Melissa White. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Selectman Jones to approve the regular and non-public meeting 

minutes of November 28, 2018; seconded by Selectman Garland.  Unanimously approved. 

 

A motion was made by Selectman Jones to approve the Budget Work Session minutes of 

December 3, 2018; seconded by Selectman Garland.  Unanimously approved. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

1. Payroll Manifest #548 

2. Accounts Payable Manifest #612/653 

3. 2018 Property Tax Abatement:   

a. M/L 215-055-000; 436 Road Round the Lake - $19.45 

4. Land Use Change Tax: 

a. M/L 212-016-005; Frye Lane - $5,461.00 

b. M/L 212-016-006; Frye Lane - $6,369.00 

5. 2018 Equalization Municipal Assessment Data Certificate 

6. Grantham Recreation Park Facility Use Application 

7. Correspondence: 

a. Clint Bean, Peter Gardiner, Paul Handley and Don Roberts:  A thank you was 

received from Peter Gardiner, Paul Handley, Don Roberts, and Clint Bean for 

the opportunity to appear before the Selectmen at their November 28, 2018 

meeting.  They appreciated the protocol of reciting the Pledge of Allegiance 

at the beginning of the meeting, the opportunity to discuss their concerns 

about property taxes and the Selectmen explaining how the process works for 

the town and school portions of the overall budget.  

b. Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission:  The UVLSRPC 

December 1, 2018 E-Bulletin was received.   

 



Approved 

2018 December 12.docx   Page 2 of 5 

 

A motion to approve the Consent Calendar was made by Selectman Garland; seconded by 

Selectman Jones. Unanimously approved. 

 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 

Resident C. Peter James commented that the other day when he went to the Transfer Station, 

he noticed that there was a new sign for Kennebec Lumber, Co. and they did not go before 

the Planning Board to change the sign.   

 

Sheridan Brown commented that he thought Kennebec Lumber, Co. was off to a good start 

because they removed all the junk and equipment from the edge of the wetlands and seem 

to have professionalized the place. 

  

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Stocker Brook Realty, LLC, et al v. Town of Grantham:  No new information. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

  

Lebanon Ambulance – November Report:  19 calls for service; 12 were transported. 

 

Police Department – November Report:  Officer Schwartz attended Communicating to Avoid 

Conflict training on November 1, 2018 at NH Police Standards and Training. 

 

Officer Cameron attended a 35 hour training regarding Interviews and Interrogatories from 

October 29 – November 2, 2018 conducted by the Institute of Police Technology and 

Management. 

 

Chief Parsons attended Use of Force Training Seminar on November 27-29, 2018 sponsored by 

The Daigle Law Group. 

 

A thank you was received for the Department’s response to a family’s medical emergency. 

 

All Town agencies worked together seamlessly during the recent winter weather event. 

 

Chief Parsons informed the Board that the Department is in the process of ordering the 

electronic message board and traffic trailer. He is hoping to have both by mid to late January. 

 

Town Administrator November Report: Work continued on the budget and the tax rate was 

finalized. The office processed: 12 Building Permit Applications, one Planning Board 

Application, one emergency sheltering need and six property transfers.  

Other Topics/Items:  Town Administrator White and Town Clerk/Tax Collector Ken Story met in 

November and discussed the upgrade to the tax software and the progress toward accepting 

credit cards.  They also discussed ways to increase publicity for the closures of the Town 

Clerk/Tax Collector’s Office.   
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On November 21, Greg delivered the food donations to Newport Food Pantry.  This totaled 

five large grocery carts of food. 

Grantham’s Emergency Management Team was busy dealing with the snow storm and town-

wide power outage on November 27th and 28th.  A representative from Eversource provided 

her with updates which she passed along through the Grantham e-news.  Quite a few 

residents emailed and thanked her for sending the updates. 

 

The expense and revenue reports for November were provided to the Selectmen for review. 

 

Pursuant to RSA 41:9 paragraph VII, the Selectmen are required to annually review and adopt 

an investment policy.  The current policy was provided to the Selectmen to review for the next 

Board of Selectmen meeting in January.   

 

White received a request from Laura Jean Whitcomb, Media Strategist for the Kearsarge 

Magazine, to send her a few words about Grantham and why we love it which she shared 

with employees. 

 

White received notice that the education tax warrant for tax year 2019 has been set by the 

NH Department of Revenue. Grantham will be required to assess the sum of $999,356.00 per 

RSA 76:3. 

 

Reminders: 

 Selectmen’s Meeting 12/26/2018: Cancelled 

 Final Budget Work Session:  01/16/2019 at 9:00am 

 Budget Hearing:  02/06/2019 at 5:00pm; 02/27/2019 if needed 

 Town Meeting:  03/12/2019 

 

Holidays/Town Office Closures:   

 Christmas Break: Monday, 12/24/2018 and Tuesday, 12/25/2018 

 New Year’s Day: Tuesday, 1/1/2019 

 Martin Luther King Day: Monday, 1/21/2019 

 President’s Day: Monday, 2/18/2019 

 Memorial Day: Monday, 5/27/2019 

 

Sheridan Brown informed the Selectmen that he heard back from The Conservation Fund (TCF) 

that they received their executed contract with Dillon Investments LLC for the purchase of the 

property on upper Dunbar Hill Road. This can now be brought to the regular Town Meeting, as 

hoped, for the appraised value of $415,000.00. Brown said he will create a timeline for the 

Board of the upcoming Budget Hearings and pointed out that there are not as many hurdles 

to go through as before because it is not a special town meeting. Ausbon Sargent will still 

head up the private fund raising piece to put together a portion of the purchase price and 

the Town will still be on target to apply for L-Chip funding in the spring because that 

application cycle starts in May. Everyone from Ausbon Sargent and TCF who have spoken with 

L-Chip officials said that it would be a highly competitive project so there is an expectation 

that L-Chip will fund up to 50% of the purchase price plus transactional costs for legal and 

everything else so we could get back a significant portion of it and if we are not there by July 

with the full purchase price, assuming that the Town Meeting voters approve the purchase, 
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then we would just be in a situation where TCF would hold it so long as we voted for our tax 

payer funded portion. TCF would continue holding it for a period of time while we continue 

the private fund raising and fill the gap.  Brown noted that the Town has a chance to get a 

good deal as they all hoped they would for a special town meeting but now it will be done on 

the regular schedule which has some benefits because it shortens the carrying costs for TCF; 

They won’t have to hold it as long up to the point of closing so we may save a little bit of 

money on their administrative costs, the interest on the money they have expended, etc.  

They may get it a little bit cheaper still. Brown informed that he will be talking to Ausbon 

Sargent next week and will set a date to meet with a couple of Conservation Commission 

Members to talk about fund raising plans and get moving on it right away.  

 

Chairman Kimball and White thanked Brown for his work on this project. 

 

Police Chief John Parsons stated that he attended a week long Use of Force Training in 

Connecticut that was extremely good, and was put on by a retired Connecticut State Trooper 

who got his law degree and does consulting work all throughout the country on law 

enforcement related issues; he is currently a member of the independent review committee 

that is part of the Federal Consent Decree in Oakland, California and does a lot of policy 

revision and he has a whole team of people that work throughout the country on policies, 

procedures, use of force, first amendment, and all the hot button liability topics. Parsons said 

one of the things that he does is look at policies and procedures and make them as litigation 

proof as possible based on everything that is going on within the country and his experience 

through working as an independent monitor who was part of the Federal Consent Decrees. 

Parsons stressed that he is extremely interested in having him look at GPD’s policies because 

he has a good idea of what is going on across this country and is a wealth of knowledge. It 

takes about 18 – 24 months for a complete policy revision/review and costs approximately 

$15,000, whether or not that would equate to what we would need to pay because some of 

the sample policy listings that he received would not apply to Grantham. Chairman Kimball 

said it sounds fabulous to him. Parsons added that it would not only be a foundation but a 

blue print for his time here as Police Chief and years to come down the road. 

 

 

NON-PUBLIC: 

 

In accordance with RSA 91-A:3 section II-c, a motion was made by Selectman Jones and 

seconded by Selectman Garland to enter into a Non-Public session at 5:23 pm.  Present were: 

Chairman Warren Kimball; Selectman Constance Jones; Selectman Peter Garland; Town 

Administrator Melissa White; Administrative Assistant Ann Jasper; and Police Chief John 

Parsons. 

 

Roll Call vote to enter non-public session: Chairman Warren Kimball; Yes 

      Selectman Constance Jones; Yes 

      Selectman Peter Garland Yes 

 

A motion to leave Non-Public session and return to Public Session at 5:29pm was made by 

Selectman Jones; seconded by Selectman Garland. Unanimously approved. 
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A motion to seal the minutes of this non-public session was made by Selectman Garland; 

seconded by Selectman Jones. Unanimously approved. 

 

In accordance with RSA 91-A:3 section II-a, a motion was made by Selectman Jones and 

seconded by Selectman Garland to enter into a Non-Public session at 5:44 pm.  Present were: 

Chairman Warren Kimball; Selectman Constance Jones; Selectman Peter Garland; Town 

Administrator Melissa White; and Administrative Assistant Ann Jasper. 

 

Roll Call vote to enter non-public session: Chairman Warren Kimball; Yes 

      Selectman Constance Jones; Yes 

      Selectman Peter Garland Yes 

 

A motion to leave Non-Public session and return to Public Session at 5:50pm was made by 

Selectman Jones; seconded by Selectman Garland. Unanimously approved. 

 

 

In accordance with RSA 91-A:3 section II-e, a motion was made by Selectman Jones and 

seconded by Selectman Garland to enter into a Non-Public session at 5:50 pm.  Present were: 

Chairman Warren Kimball; Selectman Constance Jones; Selectman Peter Garland; Town 

Administrator Melissa White; and Administrative Assistant Ann Jasper. 

 

Roll Call vote to enter non-public session: Chairman Warren Kimball; Yes 

      Selectman Constance Jones; Yes 

      Selectman Peter Garland Yes 

 

A motion to leave Non-Public session and return to Public Session at 6:00pm was made by 

Selectman Jones; seconded by Selectman Garland. Unanimously approved. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, Selectman Jones moved to adjourn, seconded by Selectman 

Garland; by unanimous vote, the Board adjourned at 6:00pm.   

  

The next Selectmen’s Meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 9, 2019 at 5:00pm in the 

Grantham Town Building; Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room at 300 Route 10 South, 

Grantham, NH.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Ann Jasper 

Administrative Assistant 


