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          TOWN OF GRANTHAM 
GRANTHAM ENERGY COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 4, 2016 

Co-Chair Chenevert called the regular meeting of the Grantham Energy Committee (“GEC”) to 
order at 5:05 p.m. on Monday, January 4, 2016.  The meeting was held in the Jerry Whitney 
Memorial Conference Room at Grantham Town Hall, 300 Route 10 South in Grantham, NH. 

Members Present: Paula Bresnick; Jenna Chenevert; Kristina Burgard; Donald Fitzpatrick; and 
Mike Salo. 

Others Present: Fire Chief Jay Fountain 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

Approval of December Minutes: Chenevert asked if there were any additions, corrections, or 
modifications to the draft minutes of the December 7. 2015 meeting. 

A motion was made by Fitzpatrick to approve the December 7, 2015 meeting minutes as presented; 
second by Chenevert. Approved and Accepted.  

Correspondence: none 

OLD BUSINESS 

Renewable Energy Assessment Exemption Warrant Article:  Chenevert inquired about the status of 
the renewable energy assessment exemption warrant article presented to the Board of Selectmen 
(“Selectman”).  Burgard noted that the draft minutes from the last Selectmen’s meeting appear to 
say that the Selectmen will themselves include the proposed warrant article on the Town Warrant.  
It is not clear whether the warrant article will be put on the Town Warrant as proposed, or if there 
will be a warrant article for each of the three renewable energy systems, i.e., solar, wood-heating, 
and wind.  Chenevert noted that the Board of the Eastman Community Association (“ECA”) is 
sending a letter to the Selectmen stating that the ECA supports the proposed assessment exemption 
for all three renewable energy systems. 

Municipal Buildings Audit Results and Proposals: Chenevert advised that all of the completed 
initial audit results were received, including the final street lighting proposal.  The LED street 
lighting proposal letter is Attachment 1 hereto. Full audit reports and proposals are with Town 
Administrator White, and are very detailed.  Chenevert reported that it was her understanding based 
on discussions with White that the Selectmen will present a separate warrant article for the costs 
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associated with the proposed LED lighting projects for the Town Office building, Fire Station, and 
street lights. 
 
GVS Lighting Audit:  Bresnick reported that just before Christmas, she and a representative from 
LighTec performed a lighting audit walk-through at Grantham Village School.  She requested they 
provide their analysis and any proposals as soon as possible, and anticipates hearing from them 
some time in the next few weeks. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Meeting with Sarah Simonds of Vital Communities: Chenevert reported that she and Bresnick had a 
very informative meeting with Sarah Simonds of Vital Communities where they discussed various 
questions about a potential solar campaign in Grantham.  Chenevert distributed copies of Ms. 
Simonds’s responses to several outstanding questions and requests, which is Attachment 2 hereto.  
 
Potential Solarize Grantham Project: Burgard noted that New Hampshire Sustainable Energy 
Association (“NHSEA”) is a good resource for information on relevant legislation related to 
sustainable energy.  She advised that bills are pending that impact sustainable energy, and in 
particular net metering for solar systems, as well as NH Public Utilities Commission proposed rules.  
There is a hearing on the net metering bill scheduled for Wednesday of next week.  It was agreed if 
time permits, a short piece would be submitted to Grantham News to inform the public. 
 
GEC discussed various aspects of a potential Solarize Grantham campaign, and the timing for the 
same.  Chenevert noted that the federal rebate was extended, so there is less pressure to complete 
the project by the end of 2016. Burgard said that the suggested schedules in the Vital Communities 
solarize campaign documents show a fairly long period of preparation work, and queried whether 
the GEC still wants to proceed with forming a solar working group, which would include several 
community volunteers. Chenevert suggested the GEC should proceed to form the working group, 
but  noted it is possible that kick-off and/or build may not occur until 2017.  There was consensus 
on proceeding with the solar working group. Burgard will draft and submit to Grantham News a 
short piece calling for solar working group volunteers. 
 
Chenevert suggested the GEC invite Kim Quirk from the Energy Emporium to talk at a meeting 
about how she would approach organizing one or more Grantham solar projects.  There was 
consensus that Ms. Quirk be invited to an upcoming meeting. Bresnick indicated that if possible, it 
would be nice to have Ms. Quirk look at some municipal buildings in advance of the meeting to 
determine their viability for solar arrays.  Chenevert will invite Ms. Quirk to the March meeting, 
and request that before the meeting, she come by and look at the municipal buildings. 
 
Burgard noted that she was unable to meet up with the owners of the Post Office building to 
determine whether they have any interest in solar.  She suggested the GEC send an inquiry letter.  It 
was agreed Burgard should draft & send a letter inquiring about the owner’s interest in solarizing 
the Post Office. 
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Status of Revised Master Plan:  Fitzpatrick advised that he followed up with Mike McCrory 
regarding the status of the revised Grantham Master Plan.  McCrory indicated the draft was 
complete and submitted to the Selectmen.  GEC will request a copy of the draft and review the same 
to determine what is currently proposed regard energy-related matters, and what, if any, revisions 
GEC might propose for the next update. 
 
Publicity:  Burgard noted that there are number of potential questions or issues that the public might 
submit to the Committee this year, and suggested the Committee begin compiling an “FAQ” or 
similar document. Bresnick proposed a working session to get started on a “talking points” 
document, with a goal of having the document done prior to Town Meeting. 
 
Cancellation of February Meeting:  Chenevert advised that she will be traveling in February and it 
seems a few others may have scheduling conflicts as well.  It was agreed that the February meeting 
is cancelled.  Chenevert will take care of necessary postings regarding cancellation.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chenevert asked if there were any further business.  There being none, Burgard moved to adjourn 
the meeting and Bresnick seconded the motion.  The Committee voted unanimously to adjourn 
the meeting at 6:07 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Grantham Energy Committee will be held at 5:00 p.m. 
in the Jerry Whitney Memorial Conference Room on Monday, March 7, 2016. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
DRAFT 
 
Kristina Burgard 
Member 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

LighTec Proposal Letter for Street Lights 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

 
Vital Communities Post-Meeting Follow-Up 
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